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Canaveral Moonstone  

 
 

 
Presidents Corner 
 
Whew this has been such an incredibly hot summer! Thankfully 
fall is just around the corner now. 
 
September brings us only two months away from our 48th annual 
Parade of Gems!  When I first became a member, I enjoyed getting 
to know my fellow club members through volunteering at various 
stations.  You will find sign-up sheets for volunteer opportunities at 
this month’s club meeting. 
 
This months Moonstone will include a slate of officers for the year 
2023 please be sure to review the slate and plan to vote in Novem-
ber. 
 
I’m looking forward to seeing everybody September 7!  
 
Melissa Horan 

CMGS President 2022 

 

 

 

  

Exchange Bulletins are Welcome 

(All material may be copied unless otherwise noted if credit is given)  

The Dead Line for the October Moonstone is September 20, 2022. 

The URL for CMGS web site is:  http://www.canaveral-mgs.com/ 
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The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society (CM&GS) is a registered Florida not-profit-corporation ap-

proved by the Internal Revenue Service as a tax exempt , organization under Internal Revenue Code sec-

tion of Florida 501 (c) (7) for the following purposes: 

1. For the preservation, support, and promotion of the hobby of Mineralogy and its various forms of al-

lied activities and earth sciences. 

2. To dedicate ourselves to the furtherance of the hobby through the exchange of knowledge, experience, 

and other helpful information among ourselves and other like organizations. 

3. To further the education of members and the general public of the hobby by programming talks, dis-

cussions, motion pictures, field trips, and the staging of shows and exhibitions. 

4. To maintain an active affiliation with the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies and to par-

ticipate in Federation activities to the fullest extent possible. 

 

Goals and Objectives 

5. To promote the spirit of cooperation and fellowship among the membership. 

6. To increase our knowledge of rocks and minerals and to explore the mystery and wonder of the earth. 

7. To actively encourage members to attend educational classes, workshops, lectures, and demonstra-

tions. 

8.  To stimulate interest in the earth sciences within the community by providing scholarships to worthy 

students at all educational levels. 

9. To provide the necessary equipment and resources to enable members to develop their interests. 

10. To enjoy our hobby and Have Fun! 

 

Affiliations 

The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Soci-

eties (SFMS) and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) 

 

Meetings and Dues 

Meetings are the First Wednesday of each month at the Melbourne Front Street Civic Center.  Meetings 
start at 7:00 p.m.  Visitors are always welcome!  Dues are $30.00 per year.   Junior Member dues are 
$2.00 per year.  Club shop is now located at 255 East Drive, Suite K, Melbourne, FL. 
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Monthly Business Meetings are being held at the Front Street Civic Center  

Pet of the Month 

This is Shannon’s 

Pomeranian, 

Rocky. He is a 

one year old. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

2 3 Open Shop 

8:30—12:30pm 

4 5 Shop Closed 

for Labor Day 

6 7 7PM Monthly 

Meeting Open 

Shop 11—3pm 

8 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

9 10 Open Shop 

8:30—12:30pm 

11 12 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

13 14 Open Shop 

11—3pm 

15 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

16 17 Open Shop 

8:30—12:30pm 

18 19 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

20 21 Open Shop 

11—3 Open 

Shop 11—3pm 

22 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

23 24 Open Shop 

8:30—12:30pm 

25 26 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

27 28  Open Shop 

11—3pm 

29 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

30  



Canaveral Moonstone  September 2022  Vol. T No. 9 

  4 

Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society 
August 3rd, 2022 Meeting Minutes 

 
President Melissa Horan opened the meeting Wednesday, August 3rd at 7:08 pm at the Front Street Civic Center, 2205 Front 
Street, Melbourne, FL 32901.  
 
We had quite a few new visitors who introduced themselves and were visiting for the first time.    
 
Secretary, Mary Kinberg – the June minutes were printed in the Moonstone.  Melissa asked if there were any additions or amend-
ments to the minutes as printed in the Moonstone.   As there were no changes or additions, the minutes will stand as stated in the 
Moonstone.  
 
Dave Jacobson gave a presentation on Mineral Photography.    He showed us excellent photos, that he took, of different mineral 
specimens and told us where he took the pictures.   Beautiful photos and very interesting!  Thanks Dave!   
 
Our Vice– President, Lynn McKinney – Lynn said we need volunteers for future presentations at meetings.   Please think about 
what you can speak about at our club.  Lynn also needs volunteers for the nominating committee.  Please let Lynn know if you can 
help out, if not Melissa will be assigning jobs.   
 
Treasurer, Liz Ritter – The  July/August Treasurer’s report showed deposits of over $5500 for Parade of Gems  (POG) show from 
Vendors that have recently sent in deposits for our November show.   Our club’s income taxes were finished and sent to the IRS.   
 
Melissa reminded us that our member, Sue Diebel, did an excellent job as librarian.  Sue has not been active in the club for the last 
two years as she has had family issues and has spent much time out of state.  Sue is moving out of state and will not be renewing 
her membership.    We need someone to organize the books that have not been organized and labeled.  Please let Melissa know if 
you would like to help with the library.  The library is a great resource and needs to be updated.  Thanks Sue, for all your help; 
you will be missed.  
 
Education Chair - Dave Wayment said if you are interested in teaching a class, please let him know.  We are moving forward on 
classes but can always use more teachers.  Dave has sent out the vendors applications for the November POG and is in the process 
of getting vendors signed up.  Contracts are due back and Dave is hoping to have 40 vendors.   Jim Ragan and John Almassi have 
agreed to help out with the Parade of Gems.   Dave said many of the different programs at the POG will need help so please think 
about how you can help.  We will have sign up sheets at next month’s meeting.  Our November POG will be Nov 12 and 13th.  
Paige will be helping out with Facebook and marketing.   
 
Mineral of the month, Dave Jacobson’s articles on minerals are in the Moonstone.  Since Dave did a presentation on minerals, he 
didn’t speak about Galena, you can read about it in the Moonstone.  
 
Membership, Kathie Burnette - we are up to 147 members.  Great job!    
 
Show and Tell:  Scott Bellinger, Melissa Horan, and Cheryl Synder brought in samples of Galena.  Thanks for all the great sam-
ples!  
Bill Haar brought in DVD’s that he donated to the club.  They’re written by Don Norris, one of Bill’s mentors and an extremely 
creative man.  If you’re interested in viewing the DVD’s, you will need to watch them at the club after they have been checked 
into our library system. Ileana Tibuleac shared her beautiful cabs that she made in Scott’s class.     
Emily showed some beautiful dried flowers also made with resin.  Liz Ritter went to a caladium flower show and brought in a few 
of the amazing flowers and a colorful crystal windchime made with purple cab hearts.  Fun and interesting!  Art DeLaurentis 
shared four of his gorgeous pendants, an elegant copper bracelet, earrings and an incredible malachite handled knife.  Lynn 
McKinney shared some of the rocks he collected with anyone who wanted them.  Great job everyone, we appreciate your dona-
tions and sharing your work! 
 
Secretary,  
Mary Kinberg  
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Show 

and 

Tell 
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Show 

and 

Tell 
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Wildacres Classes  

September 12-18, 2022 

Bill Harr - Casting 

Jason Hamilton - Silver II Filigree 

Cindy Moore - Metal Mania  

Chuck Bruce– Silver III Inlay 

Kristi Ross and Stephanie Polk - Acid Etching & 

Enameling 101  

Guy Meador - Knapping  

Marilou Hillenbrand—Beginning and Intermedi-

ate Chain maille 

 

Go to https://www.sfmsworkshops.org/ for 

class descriptions and instructor bios. The list 

of classes for Wildacres is above.  

 

 

Tampa Bay Fall Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show 

Oct 15 – 16, 2022 

Florida State Fairgrounds 

4800 US 301, Tampa, Florida 33610 

 

Florida Fossil Hunters Fossil Fair 

Oct 22 – 23, 2022 

Sanford Civic Center 

 401 E. Seminole Blvd, Sanford, Florida 32771 

 

Canaveral Mineral & Gem Society 

Nov 12-13, 2022  

Melbourne Auditorium 

 

Tomoka Gem & Mineral 

Society, Daytona Beach, FL 

Jan. 14, 15, 2023 

2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Buyer 

Scrap/Unwanted Gold  

Portion of the proceeds donated back to CMGS Club  

Contact: Robert Derleth (321) 960-8155  

CMGS Club Member  

Classified Ads: 

https://sfmsworkshops.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a96cca905983c70ced11b9fb4&id=e3cd3865c1&e=a132c9175f
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 Mineral of the Month—Gold 

By David Jacobson 

 

This month we will take a look at one of the native elements, gold, Au.  Gold is used in jewelry as well 

as in industry.  Gold is often used to coat electrical contacts due to its ability to resist corrosion.   In the 

semiconductor industry the tiny wires, which connect the integrated circuit chip to the package lead 

frame, are often as small as 1 mil (.001in) in diameter.  Since gold is very malleable it can be pounded 

into very thin sheets called gold leaf.  Gold is also prized as a mineral specimen.  One of the reasons 

besides its color that it is a great medium for jewelry is that it never tarnishes 

  

Placer gold is often found in streambeds where it concentrates in the gravels behind rocks and other low 

points due to its density.  This placer gold has most likely weathered out of the host rock due to erosion 

and other natural forces.  Gold is often found with quartz, pyrite and arsenopyrite.  Gold is often found 

with tellurides (subclass of sulfides).  The gold ores mined in Cripple Creek, Colorado occurred as syl-

vanite, which is a gold and silver telluride.  Some current gold mining areas are in; California and 

South Dakota in the USA, Canada, Russia and South Africa. 

  

Gold is in the isometric crystal system.  It is found as nuggets, grains, wires, dendrites and arborescent 

(tree like) crystal clusters.  Color can be from a rich yellow to a pale yellow.  Gold is usually alloyed 

with silver.   The higher the silver content the paler the color. Gold with a high silver content (electrum) 

is typically paler yellow.  It has metallic luster.  It is opaque.  No cleavage.  It is very a mallea-

ble.  Streak is yellow.  Hardness is 2.5 to 3.  Specific Gravity  is 19.3+.  It will dissolve in aqua regia, 

which is a mixture of hydrochloric and nitric acids.  It will form an amalgam with mercury. Since mer-

cury will form an amalgam with gold it was used in the gold recovery process early on in mining.   The 

gold bearing ore would be crushed and amalgamated with the mercury.  This amalgam would be 

cooked in a retort, with the mercury coming off as a vapor, leaving behind the gold 

  

The name of Gold is thought to be Anglo-Saxon, but is of 

uncertain origin. 

  

I used the following reference materials in preparing this 

article: 

A Field Guide to Rocks And Minerals by Frederick H. 

Pough. 

Mineralogy For Amateurs by John Sinkankus. 

Simon & Schusters Guide to Rocks And Minerals. 

Gemstones Of The World by Walter Schumann. 

The Audubon Society Field Guide To North American 

Rocks And Minerals by Charles W. Chesterman. 
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Bench Tips   by Brad Smith      

Work Smarter & Be More Productive With Brad's  

Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith "How To" Jewelry Books 

 

FINISHING  PIERCED  PATTERNS         
 

After sawing patterns there's always a little cleanup to do, and the smaller cutouts can be a chal-

lenge.  Needle files (7-8 inches) can get into the larger areas, and escapement files (4 inches) can get 

into some of the corners. 

 
But I often find myself wanting even smaller files. I couldn't find them, even at a watchmaker tools 

supply company, so I had to try something else.  I ended up grinding down the tip of a small 4" bar-

rette file using a separating disk (or cutoff wheel) in your Dremel or Foredom.  

 

Be sure to wear your safety glasses when using this tool. A flake of steel in your eye makes for a bad 
day. 

  

   Solve Your Jewelry Making Problems With 

Brad's "How To" Books 

 www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith  

http://www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
https://www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
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Canaveral Mineral & Gem Society Single Piece Competition 

The competition is open to all club members and will be held in conjunction with the Parade of Gems.  

All work, with exception of the stone used in the Jewelry and Metal Craft division, must be the work of 

the entrant.  Judging will be done by Dave and Leslie Wayment following the AFMS Uniformed Rules.  

Each entrant will receive an explanation sheet from the judges.  Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place will be 

given.  The exact due by date, and whom to give the piece to, will be announced later.  If you have any 

questions, call Dave at 772-532-6432. 

 

Beading: 

Either a bracelet or necklace, containing two or more different beading stitches.  Entrant must 

include with the piece a note card identifying the stitches used, the materials and beads used, and 

whose design it is if it is not an original design of the entrant.  Do not put any means of identifying the 

entrant on the card. 

 

Faceting: 

  

Beginner   Ember cut, using any material, natural or man-made.  The length of the stone should be at 

least 15mm.  In the diagram the length is the arrow with the 120. 

Advanced   Antique Square Cushion, using any material, natural or man-made.  The width of the stone 

should be 10 to 15mm. 

 
 

Jewelry and Metal Craft: 
 Beginner   A ring or pendant with a bezel set stone, with embellishments (such as granulation, 
twisted wire, leaves etc.).  The stone may be purchased.  A note card must be included identifying the 
materials and techniques used. 
 

 Advanced   A pendant with 2 stones. One stone must be bezel or tube set.  The second stone 

must be prong set.  All metal work must be hand crafted, not purchased.  The stones may be pur-
chased.  A note card must be included identifying the materials and techniques used. 
 
 

Cabochons: 
 Beginner   A 22x16mm TV or pillow shape found on the gold-colored template and made from 
any agate or jasper.  The cabochon will be evaluated using the template for sizing. 
 
 Advanced   A NON-Traditional or Freeform cabochon.  Any material may be used.  The size should 
be between 15 and 50mm. 
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Canaveral Mineral & Gem Society Single Piece Competition  
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Canaveral Mineral & Gem Society Single Piece Competition  
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2023 Slate for Officers  

Vote will be held at the November Meeting 

President:            Melissa Horan 

Vice President:    Lynn McKinney 

Secretary:            Mary Kinberg 

Treasurer:            OPEN 

Membership Chairman: Kathie Burnette 

Education Chairman: Dave Wayment 

Corresponding Secretary: Stephanie Murphy 

Newsletter Editor:  Shannon Byrd 

Board of Directors 3yr: Scott Bellinger 

Board of Directors 2yr: Jim Ragan 

Board of Directors 1yr: Keith Stokes 

 

Notes from the editor: 

Shannon Byrd 

 

Do you feel  that you would like to get more out of being a member of the Canav-

eral Mineral and Gem Society?    

 

It is hard to get to know everyone if we only attend our monthly meetings.  When 

I started to volunteer, I also started to get to know more members. 

 

Getting actively involved in our annual Parade of Gems. Teaching classes. 

Demonstrating skills. These are a few of the volunteer opportunities with in the 

club. 

 

Get involved and get more out of your membership. 
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Club contacts  

President: Melissa Horan1178 Firthview Dr, Melbourne, FL 32935, (321)960-4134  

Vice President: Lynn McKinney, 3537 Sparrow Ln, Melbourne, FL 32935, (321)427-24460 

Secretary: Mary Kinberg, 245 Hedgecock Ct., Satellite Beach, FL 52937, (321)223-4260  

Treasurer: Liz Ritter, PO Box 500827, Malabar, FL 32950, (321)544-2036  

Bulletin Editor: Shannon Byrd, 2225 Ladner Rd. NE, Palm Bay, FL 32907, (321)541-7230  

Membership Chairman: Kathie Burnette, 554 Veracruz Blvd, Indialantic, FL 32903, (321) 693-9719  

Education Chairman: Dave Wayment, PO Box 780791, Sebastian, FL 32978, (772)532-6432  

Corresponding Secretary: Stephanie Murphy, 2142 New York St, W. Melbourne, FL 32904. (321)723-1817 

Board of Directors 3yr: Jim Ragan, 3436 Fort Nelson Lane, Melbourne, FL 32934. (321)255-1773 

Board of Directors 2yr: Keith Stokes, 601 Georgia Ave., Melbourne, FL 32901, (321)266-8707  

Board of Directors 1yr: Dave Jacobson, 672 Manor Place, West Melbourne, FL 32904, (321)676-4306  

Librarian:  Sue Diebel, 35 Sapphire St. Melbourne, FL 32904, (321)704-3198  
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Bulletin Editor 

Shannon Byrd 

2225 Ladner Rd NE 

Palm Bay, FL  32907 

Email: shannonb787@gmail.com 

 

The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society  meets at 7 pm on the First Wednesday of each month at the Front 

Street Civic Center, Melbourne, Florida. Visitors are always welcome. 


