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Canaveral Moonstone

Presidents Corner
What a glorious time of year!!
Our November meeting is the most important one of the year.
We need to have as many of our members join in supporting the
Parade of Gems that starts only 9 days after the meeting. We
need to confirm with Bea that you will attend the Member &
Dealers dinner Friday evening and identify the covered dish
you will bring. The sheets will be available again for you to
identify the times Saturday and Sunday you will volunteer to
help in the many available time slots: Entrance Accommodations, Grand Prize, Craft Accommodations, Children's, Membership, Dealers' Breakfast and Silent Auction tables all need
your help.
We will elect our Officers and Directors that will serve in 2017.
See page 8 for the list of nominated officers.
Mark your calendars; Shortly after our December meeting we will
celebrate our Holiday, Christmas, Hanukkah party. It will be held 6
to 9pm on Thursday December 8, at the Melbourne Front Street
Civic Center. Another opportunity to display your culinary skills
(Bring covered dishes at 5:30pm).

Don
Exchange Bulletins are Welcome
(All material may be copied unless otherwise noted if credit is given)
The Dead Line for the December Moonstone is November 20, 2016
The URL for CMGS web site is: http://www.canaveral-mgs.com/
Feel free to send me articles or pictures for the
newsletter at shannonb787@gmail.com
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The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society (CM&GS) is a r egister ed Flor ida not-profit-corporation approved by the Internal Revenue Service as a tax exempt , organization under Internal Revenue Code section of
Florida 501 (c) (7) for the following purposes:
1. For the preservation, support, and promotion of the hobby of Mineralogy and its various forms of allied activities and earth sciences.
2. To dedicate ourselves to the furtherance of the hobby through the exchange of knowledge, experience, and
other helpful information among ourselves and other like organizations.
3. To further the education of members and the general public of the hobby by programming talks, discussions,
motion pictures, field trips, and the staging of shows and exhibitions.
4. To maintain an active affiliation with the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies and to participate
in Federation activities to the fullest extent possible.

Goals and Objectives
5. To promote the spirit of cooperation and fellowship among the membership.
6. To increase our knowledge of rocks and minerals and to explore the mystery and wonder of the earth.
7. To actively encourage members to attend educational classes, workshops, lectures, and demonstrations.
8. To stimulate interest in the earth sciences within the community by providing scholarships to worthy students at all educational levels.
9. To provide the necessary equipment and resources to enable members to develop their interests.
10. To enjoy our hobby and Have Fun!
Affiliations
The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies
(SFMS) and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS)
Meetings and Dues
Meetings are the First Wednesday of each month at the Henegar Center, 625 E. New Haven Ave., Melbourne,
Florida. Meetings start at 7:00 p.m. Visitors are always welcome! Dues are $20.00. Junior Member dues are
$2.00.

Editors Notes
By Shannon Byrd
Join us on November 2 for our regular monthly meeting. Bring your new creations and a snack to share your
with the group. If you are taking a class or just finished a class bring in the items you made in class so others
can see what is being made and if they would like to take the class. Be sure to volunteer to help out at the Parade of Gems November 12 & 13.
Our raffles have been a lot of fun and continue to raise funds to send 2 lucky members of the club to William
Holland or Wildacres each year. Thank you to those that participate and those that continue to donate items for
the raffle. Please see Shannon Byrd if you have a donation or are interested in helping with the raffle.
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November 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2 Monthly

Thu

Fri

3

4

11 Parade of 12 Parade of
Gems Vendor Gems
Dinner
18
19 Open Shop
9AM—12PM

Meeting 7PM

6

13 Parade of
Gems
20

27

7 Beading
Class & Open
Shop*
14 Beading
Class & Open
Shop*
21 Beading
Class & Open
Shop*
28 Beading
Class & Open
Shop*

8

9

10

15

16

17

22

23

24 Happy
25
Thanksgiving

29

30

* Monday Beading Classes are 1PM—4PM and 5PM— 7:30 PM

Bench Tips by Br ad Smith

Sat
5 Open Shop
9AM—12PM

26 Open Shop
9AM—12PM

Monday Open Shop 6PM—9PM

See all Brad's jewelry books at Amazon.com/author/

BradfordSmith
DENTAL TOOLS
A ready source of free tools is your local dentist. Dental picks can be reworked into wax tools or straightened
and sharpened to make a stylus for marking and layout. The steel in these tools is high quality, and the handles
are designed for comfort.
A special note however - If you want to modify the shape of the tool, don't try to just bend it with pliers.
Working this alloy of steel while it's cold will cause it to snap. Changing its shape can only be done when it's
hot. I work it like a blacksmith. Prop your torch up on the bench so that you can use both hands for the work.
Have a hammer and bench block ready. Heat the tip red hot, and hammer it straight or bend it with pliers.
And don't forget to ask your dentist for some of the cutting burs they throw out. These are useful for a variety
of things. It's best to call a week or two before your visit and ask the dentist or hygienist to put some of these
tools aside for you. It's good practice also to ask that they run them through the sterilizer for you. If that's not
possible, pop them in an oven at around 250 F.
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Bench Tips by Br ad Smith (continued)
TEMPLATES
Whenever I have to make more than 2-3 exact copies of anything, I think of making a template. A template
lets me easily draw the shape of an item. Art stores sell templates for common shapes like circles, ovals,
hearts, etc. Other sources would include cooltools.us/ and kingsleynorth.com/
For nonstandard shapes, it's easy to make your own template. Simply cut the shape out of sheet plastic or
thin sheet metal. My preference is brass. I carefully lay out the shape using a steel ruler, a set of dividers, a
scribe, and a fine center punch.
One example is the brass template in the pic below that lets me quickly trace the design of ginko leaf earrings onto silver sheet. Another is the nickel template which makes it easy to drill a pattern of holes for pin
inlay into wooden handles.
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October Business Report October 5, 2016
The meeting was called to order by President Don McLamb. He led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. He
introduced the flyer for our annual Parade and Mineral show, thank you Mark Heathman for supplying
them!! He asked members to take a stack and disperse around town. Several members reminded others
of upcoming shows this month to include a shows in Plant City mid month, in Stuart and a
whole sellers show Orlando towards the end of the month. Art DeLaurentis talked of the need for club
members to volunteer for the various areas of our show production and there were sign up sheets for
the help. He mentioned there was to be a Grand Prize raffle and club members were encouraged to
submit a piece for it. We will be voting on the piece to display and give at the next meeting. The member chosen will receive fifty dollars for supply towards the work given. Others will receive their work
back. Other areas mentioned in need for the show were demonstrations, help at the children's table, the
dealer's breakfast and just about anything to help the show run as smooth as possible. Signs are available for putting out in highly visible areas around town but be aware of the areas so as not to get them
taken down as soon as they're out.
The October minutes were accepted, thank you Don for writing them.
Liz Ritter gave the Treasurer's report and things are looking good. Classes are doing well. We were
able to give the club scholarships to Sara Denaburg (wire wrapping) and Tom Saylor (silver smithing)
this year for William Holland and Wild Acres.
Kathy Burnett gave the membership report and we are at 165 members. Yeah!!!
Kitty McLamb will be sending a card of sympathy for the passing of Lowell Swain. He was a valued
member of this club and shared with others the love of cabochoning and the love of interest in the
rock and mineral world. We will miss him deeply...he earned his rest.
Mark Jackson brought in the class sign up book to share.
Susan Lord mentioned that we may want to make up business cards for our club for folks who
ask about what we do.
Florida Atlantic University invited the club to their 2017 gala. We give a scholarship every year for a
few students on their annual trek in Geology.
Shannon Byrd gave the Moonstone report and all is well there. She mentioned that she will be sending
an email about advertising on Facebook about the annual show to get out the word and share with the
in tune folk.
Dave Jacobson presented Mineral of the Month, Graphite. It is a elemental carbon, one of the softest
minerals. It is in the hexagonal system. Pencils are mixed with clay for their various hardness.
Show and Tell brought some goodies from members willing to share. Susan Lord brought in a pink
purple pineapple calcite. Leslie Wayment brought in her opal cabbing skills that she did at William
Holland. Joe and Eileen Mullins who enjoyed Wild Acres, brought in their projects...tube set ring,
Egyptian coiled bracelet, Labordorite ring ,flat stamped ring, barbed wire bracelet. Wow! Shannon Byrd showed a chain maille chariorite necklace, nice. Art DeLaurentis showed his class projects
in faceting at Wild Acres. Brilliant and beautiful cuts! He also shared some Viking weave and Lapis, a
heart in Teepee Cayon Jasper, free form Polychrome Jasper. Shannon Byrd showed her silver personal
stamp and how to get one. Jeff Stahre shared some stone, Caroudom, and some bolile glass. Bea
Detrix shared an Art DeLaurentis piece he made for her from the Turquoise she shared recently.
Thanks all for sharing!!!!
Don McLamb talked to all about supporting the vendors that come to our show!!
The monthly scholarship raffle winners for the month were Haydee Hernandez winning two pulls for a
bag of various beads and a Polymer Clay book, Denise Jackson scoring a "steak " Jasper slab, and Susan Lord choosing a rock assortment bag.
After a short refreshment break, Bill Harr gave a great talk about his adventures in Australia on the
hunt for Opals and the people he met along the trails he traveled…
See you in November! Rock on!!!Respectfully yours Denise Jackson, secretary
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By Dave Jacobson

In going through some of my minerals I found several iron minerals. This month we will take a look at a few of these iron minerals.
Most people who collect minerals have one or two of them in their collections.
Hematite, Fe2O3, iron oxide, is one of the more important iron ores and occurs in large sedimentary beds. It is a very common mineral and can be found in many areas of the world. Hematite is an interesting mineral to collect because of the variety shapes and
forms; from flower like crystal structures called "iron roses" to reniform clusters, sometimes called "kidney ore". Hematite is in the
hexagonal crystal system. Its color is usually black or red with an earthy to metallic luster. Small tabular crystals may also be steel
grey. One of the keys to identifying hematite is the red streak it leaves on a streak plate. The unglazed back side of a ceramic tile
can be used as a streak plate. The hardness of crystalized hematite is 6.5 with a specific gravity of 5.3. It is also slowly soluble in hot
concentrated hydrochloric acid, staining the solution an intense reddish-yellow.
Magnetite, FeFe2O4, iron oxide is another important iron ore. It is a common mineral in a great variety of rocks. It is in the isometric crystal system forming in octahedrons or dodecahedrons with striated faces (striations not always see). It is opaque. Color is ironblack to gray-black Compact and massive material is iron black with bluish irridescence. Hardness is 5.5 to 6.5. Specific Gravity is
5.18. Streak is black Magnetite takes it's name from it's natural magnetism. Massive material has higher magnetism than crystalized
specimens. Naturally magnetized pieces are also called "lodestones".
Goethite is hydrated iron oxide, FeO(OH). Important ore of iron which is also used in pigments. It is in the orthorhombic crystal
system. It comes in prismatic and platy crystals. Goethite pseudomorphs after pyrite are found in many areas. Massive forms can be
reniform, botryoidal and stalactic. The color can be yellow, brown and brownish red to black. Streak is brown, brownish yellow to
orange yellow. Hardness is 5.5. Specific Gravity is 3.3 to 4.3. Goethite is named after the German author-scientist, Johann Wolfgang
von Goethe (1749-1832).
Pyrite, is Iron Sulfide (FeS2). Pyrite is a sulfide mineral in the isometric crystal system. Most pyrite has a pale brass-yellow color
with a metallic luster. Parallel striations are very common on the crystal faces. These striations are one of the features that helps in
the identification of pyrite. Pyrite has a brittle to concoidal fracture with no cleavage. It has a hardness of 6 to 6.5, with a specific
gravity of approximately 5. It's streak is greenish to brownish black. It is insoluble in hydrochloric acid, but powdered pyrite dissolves in nitric acid. Powdered pyrite when heated gives off a sulfur smell and leaves a small Metallic, magnetic globule. Pyrite gets
its name from the Greek, pyrites lithos, which means "stone which strikes fire. Pyrite will spark when hit with a piece of iron. Pyrite
is a common mineral. Specimens are found in most mineral collections. Fossils from some locations have even been pyritized.
Another iron sulfide mineral is marcasite (FeS2). Marcasite is a polymorph of pyrite meaning it has the same chemistry but has different structure and crystal shapes. Marcasite is difficult to differentiate from pyrite when distinctive crystals are not visible. Marcasite specimens will often disintegrate in collections giving off a strong sulfur smell. I know from personal experience . It is in the
orthorhombic crystal system. Crystals can be tabular, bladed or prismatic. It also comes in massive, botryoidal, stalactitic and nodular forms. Color is brassy yellow, sometimes with a greenish tint. Hardness is 6 to 6.5. Specific Gravity is 4.8. Streak is greenish
black.
Siderite, FeCo3 is an iron carbonate mineral in the hexagonal crystal system. It varies in color from pale yellow to dark brown or
almost black when large amounts of manganese is present. Rhombohedral crystals
with curved striated faces are typical. Material can massive, course, fine grained
and botryoidal. Crystals can be transparent or translucent with a vitreous to pearly
luster. Hardness is 3.5 to 4. Specific Gravity 3.8 to 3.9. Streak is white. It's name
comes from the Greek sideros for "iron" in reference to siderites composition.
I've have touched on a few of the iron minerals. There are others I may write about
in the future. If you have any iron minerals not mentioned please bring them to the
meeting for Mineral of the Month.
I used the following reference materials in preparing this article.
Field Guide to Rocks And Minerals by Frederick H. Pough.
Mineralogy for Amateurs by John Sinkankus.
Simon & Schusters Guide to Rocks And Minerals.
The Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Rocks and Minerals. Amethyst Galleries Mineral Gallery on the internet (address http://
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Upcoming Gem and Mineral Shows

November 12 and13, 2016
Canaveral Mineral & Gem Society
43rd Annual Parade of Gems
Dealers in lapidary, minerals, fossils, beads, jewelry and gemstones. Demonstrations; Grand Prize; Hourly
Silent Auctions; supplies for hobbies and crafts and related activities. Excellent and economical Christmas
shopping with one of a kind creations that make wonderful gifts.
Show Times: Saturday and Sunday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Location: Melbourne Auditorium, 625 East Hibiscus Blvd. Melbourne, FL 32901
Admission; $5 Donation
Contact: Don McLamb, CMGS President & Acting Show Chairman
November 19 and 20, 2016
The Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches
South Florida Fairgrounds, West Palm Beach, FL
www.gemandmineralsociety.org/
December 2, 3, and 4 2016
Withlacoochee Rockhounds of Hernando County
Veterans Memorial Park, Hudson, FL
www.withlacoocheerockhounds.com/
January 13, 14, and 15, 2017
Pinellas Geological Society, Inc.
with the SFMS Quarterly Meeting
Largo Cultural Center, Largo, FL
January 21 and 22, 2017
Tomoka Gem & Mineral Society
Volusia County Fairgrounds, Deland, FL
www.tomokagms.org

Please contact me with details of other shows that our members would be interested in knowing about.
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Club contacts
President: Don McLamb, 570 Seabr eeze Dr ., Indialantic, FL 32903, (321) 723-2592
Vice President: Nancy Star k, 1610 Sutschek St NE, Palm Bay, FL 32907, (321) 726-9784
Secretary: Denise J ackson, 320 Ar cadia Ave., Melbour ne, FL, 32901, (321) 373-5133
Treasurer: Liz Ritter , PO Box 500827, Malabar , FL 32950, (321) 544-2036
Bulletin Editor: Shannon Byr d, 2225 Ladner Rd NE, Palm Bay, FL 32907, (321) 541-7230
Education Chairman: Mar k J ackson, 320 Ar cadia Ave., Melbour ne, FL, 32901, (321) 373-5133
Corresponding Secretary: Kitty McLamb, 570 Seabr eeze Dr ., Indialantic, FL 32903, (321) 7232592

Board of Directors
Alfred Lightsey: One-Year Term, (321) 676-0795
Roy Deere: Thr ee-Year Term (321) 725-9179
Freda Hull: Thr ee–Year Term, (321) 425-0847
\

Nominating Committee Proposed 2017 Officers
President: Don McLamb
Vice President: Nancy Stark
Secretary: Denise Jackson
Treasurer: Liz Ritter
Bulletin Editor: Shannon Byrd
Education Chairman: Dave Wayment
Corresponding Secretary: Kitty McLamb
Board of Directors (Past President): Dave Jacobson Only voted on if the President is Reelected.
Board of Directors 3yr: Mark Heathman
The following Directors are only voted on at the end of their 3 year period.
Board of Directors 2yr: Freda Hull
Board of Directors 1yr: Roy Deere
Respectfully Submitted,
Roy Deere Nominating Committee Chairman
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Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1597, Melbourne, FL 32902-1597

Bulletin Editor
Shannon Byrd
2225 Ladner Rd NE
Palm Bay, FL 32907
Email: shannonb787@gmail.com

The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society meets the First Wednesday of each month at the Henegar Center,
Melbourne, Florida. The time of the Meeting is 7:00PM . Visitors are always welcome.
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