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Canaveral Moonstone  

 
Presidents Corner 
 
I do not have the final results of our Parade of Gems weekend but from the at-
tendance I observed and the dealer comments it was a success. Thanks to all of 
our CMGS members that devoted so much time in support of our show. 
 
 
Thanks to all of our members that participated in the SFMS Annual Meeting at 
the Crowne Plaza. A special thanks to Christine who accepted the challenge of 
preparing for the Saturday Banquet. 
 
 
The SFMS had a drawing for scholarships for 2016 at Wild Acres or William 
Holland. CMGS won one of them. We will add that to the drawing we already 
have planned for two in 2016. 
 
 
Kitty and I will be on travel the next few days but will return in time for our 
December 2 meeting and our Christmas/Chanukah/Holiday party. As in the 
past each ones brings their favorite dish to share. After the meal we will have a 
Yankee Trader gift exchange. All that wish to participate should bring a gift 
(wrapped) in the range of $10. Mark is decorating a tree and Bea is managing 
the meal activities. 
 
 
 We hope to see you all at both meetings. 
 
 
We wish you all happiness and good fortune at this glorious time of year!! 
. 

Don 

 

Exchange Bulletins are Welcome 

(All material may be copied unless otherwise noted if credit is given)  

The Dead Line for the January Moonstone is December 20, 2015 

The URL for CMGS web site is:  http://www.canaveral-mgs.com/ 

Feel free to send me articles or pictures of your creations or journeys for the newsletter  
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The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society (CM&GS) is a registered Florida not-profit-corporation approved by the Internal 
Revenue Service  as a tax exempt , organization under Internal Revenue Code section of Florida 501 (c) (7) for the following 
purposes: 

1. For the preservation, support, and promotion of the hobby of Mineralogy and its various forms of allied activities and earth 
sciences. 

2. To dedicate ourselves to the furtherance of the hobby through the exchange of knowledge, experience, and other helpful 
information among ourselves and other like organizations. 

3. To further the education of members and the general public of the hobby by programming talks, discussions, motion pic-
tures, field trips, and the staging of shows and exhibitions. 

4. To maintain an active affiliation with the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies and to participate in Federation 
activities to the fullest extent possible. 

Goals and Objectives 

5. To promote the spirit of cooperation and fellowship among the membership. 

6. To increase our knowledge of rocks and minerals and to explore the mystery and wonder of the earth. 

7. To actively encourage members to attend educational classes, workshops, lectures, and demonstrations. 

8.  To stimulate interest in the earth sciences within the community by providing scholarships to worthy students at all educa-
tional levels. 

9. To provide the necessary equipment and resources to enable members to develop their interests. 

10. To enjoy our hobby and Have Fun! 

Affiliations 

The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies (SFMS) and 
the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) 

* Monday Beading Classes are 1PM—4PM and 5PM— 7:30 PM           Monday  Open Shop 6PM—9PM   

December 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 Monthly 

Meeting 7PM 

3 4 5 Open  Shop    

     9AM—12PM 

6 

Hanukkah 

Dec 6—14 

7 Beading 

Class & Open  

Shop * 

8 9 10 Holiday 

Party 7 PM 

11 12 Open  Shop    

     9AM—12PM 

13 14 Beading 

Class & Open  

Shop * 

15 16 17 18 19 Open  Shop    

     9AM—12PM 

20 21 Beading 

Class & Open  

Shop * 

22 23 24 25 Christmas 26 

27 28 Beading 

Class & Open  

Shop * 

29 30 31   
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Mineral of The Month – Quartz var. Chalcedony 

By Dave Jacobson 

This month we will take a look at the cryptocrystalline species of quartz, SiO2, silicon dioxide, call chalcedony.  These species are 

favorites among gemologists and lapidaries.  These varieties of quartz are typically banded.  The microscopic crystals are arranged in 

slender fibers in parallel bands.  It is common in rounded (mammillary) aggregates and nodules.  It has a dull, waxy or vitreous luster.  

Hardness 6.5 to 7.  Specific Gravity 2.58 to 2.64.  Chalcedony is primarily used as decorative stone and in the making of jewelry.  

Rock quartz crystal has a specific gravity of 2.65.  Conchoidal fracture.  Streak is white.  Chalcedony is in the hexagonal crystal sys-

tem.   

Actual chalcedony is the white bluish gray variety.  It is sometimes almost colorless. 

Varieties of Chalcedony 

-Agate:  All forms with banding (parallel to concentric).  The material can be transparent to opaque.  Agate is named after the Achates 

(Drillo) River in Sicily.  This was a major source of the gemstone, per Theophrastus, a Greek philosopher (372 - 287BC). 

-Bull’s eye agate:  The banding forms concentric circles. 

-Iris or fire agate:  Iridescent resulting from thin layers of crystallized iron oxide. 

-Onyx:  Black and white banding. 

-Sardonyx:  Brown, ochre and white banding.  

-Heliotrope or Bloodstone:  The variety of chalcedony called plasma with red hematite or jasper spots and blotches.  Name derived 

from the Greek helio, meaning “sun” and “trepein” meaning “turning” 

-Carnelian:  Translucent red brown to brick red material.  Color due to hematite.  Name derived from the Latin cornum, meaning 

“cornel berry” or “cornelian cherry” 

-Chrysoprase:  Translucent apple green material.  Coloring agent nickel.  Also found with serpentine in some areas.  Name comes 

from the Greek chrysos  meaning “golden” and prase meaning “leek.” 

-Moss Agate:  Translucent light colored material.  Black, brown, or green dendritic (branch like) inclusions.  The inclusions are usual-

ly dark oxides.  “Mocha Stone” is the moss agate from the Mocha, Yemen area. 

-Plasma:  Leek to dark green opaque material.  Coloring agent various green silicate minerals. 

-Prase:  Transparent leek green material.  Color due to chlorite inclusions. 

-Sard:  Light to chestnut brown translucent material.  Color due to iron oxides and hydroxides.  Sard is named after the Greek Sardis, 

which was the capital of Lydia in Asia Minor. 

-Jasper:  Massive, fine grained quartz mixed with other mineral material such as iron oxide.  Color is typically in varying shades of 

red.  It is a very common sedimentary rock.  Takes it’s name from the Greek iaspis.  This word is of oriental origin, but what it signi-

fies is unknown.  

-Chert:  Chalcedony deposited in spaces in sedimentary rock.  Common in limestones. 

-Replacements:  Chalcedony is a common replacement for organic matter such as shells, wood and bone.  Sometimes this replace-

ment is so perfect that microscopic details are preserved.  Some petrified wood is a good example of chalcedony replacement.  I have 

a specimen in my collection, which when viewed under magnification the cell structure of the wood is visible.  Fluorite, calcite, arag-

onite and many other minerals are also replaced by chalcedony. One probable source for its name is an ancient town at the Bosporus.  

Another source says it may derive its name from the ancient Greek Port of Chalcedon. 

The following reference materials were used in preparing this article: 

A Field Guide to Rocks And Minerals by Frederick H. Pough. 

Mineralogy For Amateurs by John Sinkankus. 

Simon & Schusters Guide to Rocks And Minerals. 

Gemstones Of The World by Walter Schumann. 

Gems, Crystals, & Minerals byAnna S. Sofianides , George E. Harlow & George W.Robinson, Ph.D. 

Amethyst Galleries Mineral Gallery on the Internet at http://mineral.galleries.com. 

Microsoft® Encarta®  Encyclopedia 99 
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Monthly Bench Tips 

 By Brad Smith 

 

Get all 101 of Brad's bench tips in "Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" on Amazon at  the following URL:                                      
http://amazon.com/dp/0988285800/  

 

BROKEN  DRILLS 

 

Have you ever broken a drill bit off in a hole?  Sometimes you can grab it with pliers, but other times the steel 

piece is below the surface in the hole. If this happens, a quick fix is to dissolve the steel in a solution of alum 

or fresh pickle. The solution will not affect your silver or gold piece. 

 

Alum is typically available from a food store.  It's used to preserve some foods.  Use about a tablespoon per 

cup of warm water.  Submerge your piece so that the partially drilled hole is facing up to let the bubbles float 

free and not block the hole. 

 

FOREDOM  STAND 

 

A quick and easy way to suspend a flexshaft over your jewelry bench is to use some steel pipe components 

from your local hardware store.  It attaches with a couple screws and only costs about $10 

 

I use 1/2 inch galvanized pipe and fittings.  To build a stand that attaches to the top of your bench, all you'll 

need is a flange and a thirty inch length of the pipe.  If you prefer a stand that attaches to the side of your 

bench, you'll need a little longer pipe, three foot, a flange, and a 90 degree "street elle". 

 

Finally, make a hook that goes into the top of the pipe to hang the motor from.  You can use heavy coathanger 

wire or 1/8 steel rod from the hardware store.  

 

Web Sites  Resources 

SFMS Workshops: http://www.sfmsworkshops.com/ 

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies web site is at:  http://www.amfed.org 

Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies   Website at: http://www.amfed.org/sfms   

The  URL for CMGS web site is:  http://www.canaveral-mgs.com/ 

Patina recipes for Bronze, Brass and Copper: http://www.sciencecompany.com/-W160.aspx#17 

http://amazon.com/dp/0988285800/
http://www.amfed.org/
http://www.amfed.org/sfms
http://www.canaveral-mgs.com/
http://www.sciencecompany.com/-W160.aspx#17
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November Meeting  
November 4, 2015 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Don McLamb.  He led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 We  welcomed guest Sissy Platt and new members Tammy Carnohan and Gail Sellers.  Welcome! Don en-
couraged everybody to sign up for the Parade of Gems show volunteer lists in the back of the room. He stated 
that a December Holiday Party Chairman was needed and Bea Deitz volunteered to Chair the event. 
Thanks  Bea! There will also be a Yankee Trader with the  average cost of gift to be around 10.$ The rules of 
the number sequence were explained. Vice President Nancy Starke stated a few members volunteered to give 
presentations in the future and she will be getting with them to coordinate times. 
The October meeting minutes were accepted and Treasurer Liz Ritter gave the monthly report. This was a 
busy time of Gem and Mineral Show action. 
Don reminded members of the Christmas Party date. We will be gathering for food and fun times at Front St. 
Auditorium on December 10 at a 7 P.M. start with food delivery time of 6 P.M.  Come one ,Come all!! Whoa 
hoho!! 
 
Kathy Burnette gave us the update on members and guest count. 
Don McLamb  stated  a club in Hills boro, N.C. had sent and invitation to an auction there, but the date times 
were elusive. He then thanked everyone who brought in snacks to share for the evening. Thank You! 
Mark Jackson gave the educational report and stated Roy Deere is volunteering to teach a fused  Chain Maille 
class. Thanks Roy! Classes will likely be starting up after the Holidays..  
Shannon Byrd would love a member to help sell SFGMS  Workshop auction tickets before each club meeting. 
Bill Harr gave the final update of The Gem and Mineral Show, Parade of Gems.  He  personally put out lots of 
energy to advertising along with everything else. Thanks so much for all the effort Bill!!! Bill stated there 
were nearly 45 vendors setting up tables at the show.We discussed that we need to be more in the social media 
arena for next year's show. Bea Deitz gave the update on the Dealer's Dinner on Friday night. She was well 
organized  and asked for volunteers to help.  Art DeLaurentis asked for volunteers for the show, stating it was 
easy duty and helping the club.Mike McKeon asked for help at the silent auction table and will take donations 
throughout the show. 
 
The monthly raffle winners were Denise Jackson with some smokey quartz beads, Tom Saylor with an ol-
ive  shell on cord and Don McLamb with smokey Quartz chips 
Elections of positions for the CMGS  year 2016 were voted on and approved. 
Dave Jacobson presented Mineral  of the Month, Labradorite. He shared there are different colors (blues, 
greens, and yellows) with shiller. Stones are jewelry friendly and in commercial settings as in building materi-
al. 
 
Show and Tell brought a few nice examples of recent work by members. Dave Jacobson made a nice sea glass 
silver smithed pendant. Bill Harr showed his  job of making a jig for wire holders in stainless steel. He is 
working in Nano ceramics. Art DeLaurentis made a cross in Jasper from Madagascar with a crown of thorns 
he stated was very labor in tensive. Carol Wilson brought patina copper work she made after taking  the cold 
connection instruction at Wild Acres. Melissa Horan brought in a Red Drum ring she silver casted after first 
making it in polymer clay 
 
Special thanks to Christine Miller for setting up the dinner for the SFGMS at the Crowne Plaza!! 
The meeting concluded with socializing and members taking some advertising signs for the upcoming show to 
put up. 
 
Rock on!!!!Respectfully yours,  
Denise Jackson, secretary 
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Editors Notes 
By Shannon Byrd 
 
 As Thanksgiving approaches I find myself thinking about the friends I have made and the things I have learned at the 
Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society.  In the four years that I have been in the club I have met some wonderful people 
and learned some amazing things.   
 
 Have taken several classes from wire wrapping, cabbing, silver smithing, and more. In many ways the club has changed 
my life.  I have always loved rocks but did not know what to do with them, other than carry them in my pocket.   
 
The more I get involved with the club, the more I get out of being part of the group.  Thank you for the classes, the 
friendships, and sharing your knowledge to help us improve the jewelry we make.  As the Moonstone editor I truly ap-
preciate all of the  contributors that help make this publication interesting.  
 
Have a wonderful holiday season and enjoy time with your family and friends. 
 
                         

Upcoming Gem and Mineral Shows 
 

December 2015 
4-6—HUDSON, FLORIDA: Annual show; Withlacoochee Rockhounds, Veterans Memorial Park; 14333 
Hicks Rd; Daily 9 am-5 pm; Adults $3, Students/Teens $1, Children 12 and under are free; 41st Annual Jew-
elry, Fossil, Mineral & Gem Show. Also for sale will be handcrafted jewelry, lapidary equipment, 
flintknapped stone blade knives, and more! Educational exhibits include a replica of Aaron\'s Breastplate, and 
Famous Diamonds of the World. Free parking. Indoor show.; contact Ralph Barber, FL, (352) 200-6852; Web 
site: withlacoocheerockhounds.com 
5-6—PINECREST, FLORIDA: Show and sale; MIAMI MINERALOGICAL AND LAPIDARY GUILD, 
Evelyn Greer Park; 8200 SW 124 Street; Sat. 10:00 am-5:00 pm, Sun. 10:00 am-5:00 pm; Admission is $4.00, 
Children Under 12 are Free with an Adult Admission; The Miami Mineralogical and Lapidary Guild is hold-
ing its semi-annual Gem, Jewelry, Mineral, and Fossil Show on Dec 5 & 6 from 10 AM to 5 PM at EVELYN 
GREER PARK, 8200 SW 124 Street in the Village of Pinecrest – just one block off US 1 - with free parking. 
Admission is $4 – children under 12 admitted free (with paid adult admission). There will be exhibits, dis-
plays, demonstrations, raffles, and vendors showcasing mineral & fossil specimens, gemstones, fine jewelry, 
and artisan-crafted collectibles. Children’s activities include jewelry-making sessions, surprise grab-bags, gem 
prospecting, and geode splitting. We’re looking forward to a really great show! For complete information, 
map, travel directions, and a half-price admission coupon, go to www.miamigemandmineral.com ; contact 
Sandy Mielke, 2434 Swanson Avenue, Miami, FL 33133, (305) 858-6967; e-mail: webguy@mmlg-inc.org; 
Web site: www.miamigemandmineral.com 
 
                                     ____________________________________________ 
 
Hi Fellow Club Members,  

I have agreed to put together the CMGS cookbook so that we can sell it next year. Hopefully at Dolly’s picnic, 
and most definitely by the next Gem Show.  

Please send your favorite recipes to me at mempkm@me.com. If you have any questions, please call me at  
(H) 321-951-2528 or (C) 321-615-4678. 

Please do not send me recipes that you have taken off the internet, unless you’ve tweaked them and made 
them your own, as they are copyrighted and we cannot include them in our cookbook. These should be family 
recipes and/or recipes you’ve gotten from someone else and changed somehow so that it is your own. Please 
send them in Word, Pages, Text or as a PDF. Or you could bring a copy to a meeting.  

Thank you. Joyfully,  

Pegatha* 



Canaveral Moonstone  December 2015  Vol. M  No. 12 

  7 

My thanks to all the members who contributed to the success of the Parade of Gems.  Special mention to 
Art DeLaurentis for spearheading the grand and door prize drawings, Michael McKeon for his work on the 
Silent Auction, Bea Deitz for a spectacular dealer dinner on her first try!, Trish & Maria for a great breakfast 
spread, and Shannon Byrd for heading up admissions.   
 
We had some nice display cabinets, and great entries for the competitions. In Beading, 1st, 2nd, 3rd went to 
Carol Wilson, Maria Maloney, and Trish Bearse respectively.  Cabbing was Art Delaurentis, Denise Jackson, 
and Denise Jackson (!) for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd.  Silversmithing was Arthur Delaurentis for 1st, and Kathy Ero 
for 2nd, Melissa Horan got third. 
 
We had lower attendance than previous years.  I don't have totals, but Saturday was just under 400 peo-
ple.  We need to work on that.  On the bright side, I'm at the West Palm show this weekend and the MdM 
Shell people were at a show last weekend in Pascagoula, with 31 vendors and 31 attendees.(!)  We should 
have all the totals at the next meeting, but we did very well on the grand prize and the auction.  The West 
Palm show has 85 vendors, and I will try to get contacts. 
 
My special thanks go to members that helped dig up vendors at the last minute.  The vendors that I talked to 
all seemed happy with their take,  
 
Thank you all who participated to make this a successful show. 
 
Show Chairman, 
 
Bill Harr 
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Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1597, Melbourne, FL 32902-1597 

Bulletin Editor 

Shannon Byrd 

2225 Ladner Rd NE 

Palm Bay, FL  32907 

The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society  meets the First Wednesday of each month  (except August) at the 

Henegar Center, Melbourne, Florida.  The time of the Meeting is 7:00PM . Visitors are always welcome. 

President:  Don McLamb, 570 Seabreeze Dr ., Indialantic, FL 32903, (321)  723-2592 

Vice President: Nancy Stark, 1610 Sutschek St NE, Palm Bay, FL 32907, (321) 726-9784 

Secretary: Denise Jackson, 320 Arcadia Ave., Melbourne, FL, 32901, (321) 373-5133 

Treasurer: Liz Ritter , PO Box 500827, Malabar , FL 32950, (321) 544-2036 

Bulletin Editor: Shannon Byrd, 2225 Ladner  Rd NE, Palm Bay, FL 32907, (321) 541-7230 

Education Chairman: Mark Jackson, 320 Arcadia Ave., Melbourne, FL, 32901, (321) 373-5133 

Corresponding Secretary: Fran Collins, 871 Greenwood Manor  Cir .,  FL, W. Melbourne, FL (321) 

327-7642 

  

Board of Directors 

Alfred Lightsey: Two-Year Term, (321)  676-0795 

Freda Hull: One –Year Term, (321) 425-0847 

Roy Deere: Three-Year Term  (321) 725– 9179 

Mark Heathman: One-Year Term (321) 253-2856 


