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       Canaveral Moonstone  
 

 

Links to CMGS 

Presidents Corner 
Thank you for reading the Moonstone to find out about all the great things 

happening in our community!  

September was another great month for the club with several new members joining our ranks and 

the shop staying busy with classes and open shops. Pizza night was a lot of fun with new and old 

members connecting in the library. The next pizza night is Monday; October 8th so come see the 

shop and talk rocks. Coming to open shop is a great way to get to know your club. Saturday’s open 

shop time has changed to 10am-2pm. Check the calendar below for all open shop times.  

This month’s meeting will feature Scott giving a presentation on storage. To have as many rocks as 

Scott, you have to be organized. Make sure to bring an item for show and tell because we want to 

see what everybody is interested in! We also need to solidify the slate for board elections that will 

take place in November. If you want to play a big part in the club, please consider running for a 

board position. Thank you to everyone who brings snacks to share! Raffle tickets will be sold to 

raise money to send our members to professional lapidary schools and sign up sheets will be availa-

ble for volunteers for the Parade of Gems show.  

Our Parade of Gems team are making the final preparations for our annual gem show on November 

8th and 9th. This is our biggest fundraiser and recruiting event of the year, so it is critical that eve-

ryone plays their role. We will have tons of vendors, club displays, silent auctions, and more! Some 

things you can do now to help with the Parade of gems are; click “interested” twice on our Face-

book event page to indicate that you are “going”, share the event page with all your friends, bring 

candy to the workshop by October 20th, sign up to volunteer at the October meeting, and of course 

tell everyone you know that might be interested. Literature should be available for distribution at 

the meeting as well.  

October will be full of field trips. I won’t be at the meeting because I’ll be arriving early for the 

Graves mountain public dig and rock swap in Linconton, Ga open to the public Oct 3rd-5th. The 

DMC dig is the 4th for fossils and shells in Charleston, Sc. There will be a machine dig at Diamond 

Hill Mine in South Carolina on the 6th. Megfest at Palmetto Fossil Excursions is the 16-19th and 

the Crystal Clam Festival is the 23-25th. Stay tuned for an email about the November DMC field 

trip. In December our club will host its first DMC field trip with a guided fossil hunting trip on the 

Peace River Dec 6th. The details are still in the works. If you need any details on these adventures, 

feel free to reach out. It’s the season for adventure so make some time and come explore!  

Thank you so much to all the volunteers who keep this club running. Because we are volunteer run, 

we are always looking for new people (and long time members) to step up. Some of the positions 

that will need filling urgently are; a board of directors position, secretary, 2025 parade of gems 

helpers, 2025 holiday party coordinator, assistant newsletter editor, 2026 Parade of Gems coordina-

tor, 2026 CMGS rock swap coordinator, 2026 Dollies Picnic coordinator, outreach coordinator, 

presenters for the meetings, teachers, and shop stewards. Many of our volunteers have been facing 

personal challenges and our need for volunteers is greater than ever so please consider sparing some 

time to help the club.  

With everyone’s participation our club will continue to grow and thrive for decades to come. Every 

member can make a difference so let’s finish 2025 strong!  

James Hislop 

Exchange Bulletins are Welcome 

(All material may be copied unless otherwise noted if credit is given)  

The Dead Line for the October Moonstone is September 20, 2025 

The URL for CMGS web site is:  http://www.canaveral-mgs.com/ 
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The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society (CM&GS) is a registered Florida not-profit-corporation ap-

proved by the Internal Revenue Service as a tax exempt , organization under Internal Revenue Code sec-

tion of Florida 501 (c) (7) for the following purposes: 

1. For the preservation, support, and promotion of the hobby of Mineralogy and its various forms of al-

lied activities and earth sciences. 

2. To dedicate ourselves to the furtherance of the hobby through the exchange of knowledge, experience, 

and other helpful information among ourselves and other like organizations. 

3. To further the education of members and the general public of the hobby by programming talks, dis-

cussions, motion pictures, field trips, and the staging of shows and exhibitions. 

4. To maintain an active affiliation with the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies and to par-

ticipate in Federation activities to the fullest extent possible. 

 

Goals and Objectives 

5. To promote the spirit of cooperation and fellowship among the membership. 

6. To increase our knowledge of rocks and minerals and to explore the mystery and wonder of the earth. 

7. To actively encourage members to attend educational classes, workshops, lectures, and demonstra-

tions. 

8.  To stimulate interest in the earth sciences within the community by providing scholarships to worthy 

students at all educational levels. 

9. To provide the necessary equipment and resources to enable members to develop their interests. 

10. To enjoy our hobby and Have Fun! 

 

Affiliations 

The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Soci-

eties (SFMS) and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) 

 

Meetings and Dues 

Meetings are the First Wednesday of each month at the Melbourne Front Street Civic Center.  Meetings 
start at 7:00 p.m.  Visitors are always welcome!  Dues are shown below and are paid annually. 

Active members $ 40.00 

Associate Type 1 $ 10.00-related to an active or honorary member, be under the age of eighteen . 

Associate Type 2 $ 20.00 - 13 – 18 years 
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MINERAL OF THE MONTH: Creedite 

Creedite is a rare hydroxylhalid mineral with formula of calcium aluminum sulfate fluoro 

hydroxide / Ca3Al2(SO4)(OH)F8•2H2O. Creedite is formed in the oxidation zones of 

fluorite deposits. The first discovery was in 1916 at the Creede Quadrangle, Mineral 

County, Colorado, USA and was given the name Creedite and is found worldwide. 

Creedite has a color ranging from colorless,to white, violet, purple and orange with a 

MOHS hardness of 3.5 – 4.0. 

The presenter for October is  This month’s meeting will feature Scott giving a presentation on storage.  

October 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 Monthly Meet-

ing 7PM 

2 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

3 4 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

5 6 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

7 8 9 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

10 11 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

12 13 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

14 15 16 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

17 18 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

19 20 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

21 22 23 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

24 25 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

26 27 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

28 29 30 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

31  
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Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society 
    September 3rd, 2025 Meeting Minutes  

 
President James Hislop opened the meeting on Wednesday, September 3rd, at 7:03 p.m. at the Front Street 
Civic Center, 2205 Front Street, Melbourne, FL 32901.  
 
James welcomed guests and new members.  The trip to Gillespie Mineral Museum was great.   
James reminded us pizza night is at the workshop the First Monday night after our Gem club meeting.  Usual-
ly the pizza gets there around 6 or 6:30 pm.   We need more shop stewards, Let James Hislop or Scott 
Bellinger know if you’re interested in helping out in the workshop.   
 
James gave a presentation on different mining places he went this year.  He shared many digs that are coming 
up.  If you are interested in going on any digs, please talk with James.  Our club is also a member of the Dixie 
Mineral Club.  If you are a member of our club, you can also go on the Dixie Mineral Club trips.  We can not 
send any information on the Dixie Mineral Club trips to outsiders.   
 
Ed Kinberg, Heather DeVries and Melissa Horan gave us an update on the Parade of Gems (POG).  It will be 
held at the Melbourne Auditorium on November 8 and 9th.  It’s our club’s largest money maker and our larg-
est recruiting event.  All of the tables for the POG in November are sold out and we are starting a waiting list.  
This is an exciting and fun event.  We do need a new chairman for next year.  Now is a great time to volunteer 
for chairman because you can meet the vendors and learn the routine.  If you might be interested talk with 
James or Ed Kinberg for more information.   
 
Vice- President, Lynn McKinney – Please see Lynn if you can give a jewelry or rock presentation at our 
monthly meeting.   
  
October 25th is a Halloween Event at Melbourne Auditorium, CMGS will have a free table advertising POG.  
Please bring candy donations to the October meeting or the club.  We will also need Halloween jewelry and/
or rock decorations for the table.    
 
Secretary- Mary Kinberg – The August minutes were printed in the September Moonstone.  There were no 

changes or amendments to the minutes, so the minutes will stand as printed in the Moonstone.   

Shannon Byrd has been our Moonstone Editor for 10 years.  She would like to teach more and is resigning 

this year as the Moonstone Editor.  Please let James or Shannon know if you would like to edit the Moon-

stone.   

Membership- Kathie Burnette - we now have 127 members.   

Treasurer-Candice Walker sent out the Treasurer’s report to the board members.  If you would like a copy 

please let Candice know.  Candice reminded everyone if you are at the workshop, please pay your $10 and 

sign the workshop book stating that you were there.   

 

Education Director - Yvonne Alexander - Yvonne pointed out the class book and encouraged anyone who is 
interested in teaching to have a pop up class.  Our Saturday hours have changed at the workshop.  The work-
shop will now be open from 10 am to 2 pm on Saturday.  Please check the website, before you go to the 
workshop.   Yvonne sent the competition guidelines out, if you did not receive them, please contact Yvonne.  
The competition is a fun event that helps members improve and is a great learning experience.  
 
At the November 5th meeting, members will be voting on competing pieces for the POG and officers for 2026.  
 
Mineral of the Month – Scott Bellinger – Chalcanthite 

Thanks for sharing all the great Show and Tell:   
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Show and Tell  

 
Thanks for sharing all the great Show and Tell:   

Jim Price  

Cheryl Synder    

Art De Laurentis 

Debbie Jorgenson 

Erlene Estes 

Melissa Horan  

Rick Hornbeck 

Wayne Mellish  

Debbie Maxwell   

Scott Bellinger 

Stan & Becky Rodrigues 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.   

 
Mary Kinberg 
Secretary 

Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society 
September 3, 2025 Meeting Minutes Continued 
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 Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society 
September 3, 2025 Meeting Minutes Continued 

Show and tell 
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Show and Tell  

If you took pictures at an event or meeting, please forward them to  

Yvonne Alexander at ymalex@outlook.com,  

Heather DeVries at Heather DeVries321@gmail.com, or  

Shannon Byrd at shannonb787@gmail.com   

so they can be used for advertising the Parade of Gems and our websites. 
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Do you need a ride to the monthly meeting?  If so, contact James 

Hislop to coordinate a ride. 

 

Donations Needed  

Donations Needed for the Silent Auction (November) 

Silent Auction donations: Please bring donations to the monthly meeting or (if larger amounts) arrangements 

can be made to pick them up.  Contact Michael McKeon at memckeon@yahoo.com  

Items we need for the auctions include: 

Rocks of any kind           

Crystals / Gems          

Beads and beading findings 

Craft Items     

Tools and kits 

Jewelry Items 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Pet of the month             

Available for adoption at  

Riley’s Rescue 

 

Meet Yoda 

Riley’s Rescue of Brevard wants to find homes where our 
animals will thrive. We want to place them with the peo-
ple and homes that fit their personalities and needs, and 
we don’t want anyone to rush into a decision they may 
not be prepared for. Our FTA process gives time with no 
pressure for families to learn all about their new animal 
and to see if their lifestyle is compatible to welcome in 
this furry family member.  

Contact Us 
321-291-4030 
rileysrescueofbre-

mailto:rileysrescueofbrevard@rileysrescueofbrevard.org
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Bench Tips   by Brad Smith      

Work Smarter & Be More Productive With Brad's “How To" Jewelry Books 

See Other Tips in my Smart Solutions for Jewelry Making Problems 

http://amazon.com/dp/B0BQ8YVLTJ  

 

SANDING/POLISHING  IN  TIGHT  PLACES   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Often you'll need to sand or polish an area that's impossible to reach with even a small wheel on a flexshaft. 

Other times it might be the bottom of a pocket or the inside-bottom corner of a box that needs to be fin-

ished.  One trick for these nit-picky jobs may be left over from your last Chinese dinner - a chopstick. 

 

I've found quite a few uses for these in the shop. Prepare the tip by simply sawing it off at a 45 degree an-

gle.  Then apply whatever abrasive grit you will need for the job or hold a strip of sandpaper around the end. 

Loose grit can be held onto the tip with a bit of vaseline or oil.  Tripoli or rouge can be just rubbed onto the 

end of the chopstick.  

Solve Your Jewelry Making Problems 

With Brad's "How To" Books 

 www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith  

https://www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
http://amazon.com/dp/B0BQ8YVLTJ
https://www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
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Florida Rock & Mineral Shows 

Florida Gem and Mineral Show - 10/04/2025 

Start Date: 10/04/2025 

End Date: 10/05/2025 

Hours: Sat 9:00-5:00 Sun 10:00-4:00 

Venue: Sanford Civic Center 

Address: 401 E Seminole Blvd 
Sanford Civic Center 
Sanford, FL 32771 

Website: http://www.floridafossilhunters.com/ 

 

St Lucie County Rock & Gem Show - 10/18/2025 

Start Date: 10/18/2025 

End Date: 10/19/2025 

Hours: Sat 9:00-5:00 Sun 10:00-4:00 

Venue: MidFlorida Event Center 

Address: 9221 SE Civic Center Place 
MidFlorida Event Center 
Port St Lucie, FL 34952 

Website: http://www.slcrockandgem.org/ 

 

Tampa Bay Mineral & Science Club - 11/01/2025 

Start Date: 11/01/2025 

End Date: 11/02/2025 

Hours: 10 - 6 & 10 - 5 

Venue: Club Facilities 

Address: 10207 Fisher Ave 
Club Facilities 
Tampa, FL 

Website: https://tampabayrockclub.org/ 

 

Is this your listing? Claim it now 

Fall Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show - 11/01/2025 

Start Date: 11/01/2025 

End Date: 11/02/2025 

Hours: Sat 10:00-6:00 Sun 10:00-5:00 

Venue: Florida State Fairgrounds, Special Events Center 

Address: 4800 US-301 
Florida State Fairgrounds, Special Events Center 
Tampa, FL 33610 

Website: http://tampabayrockclub.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Parade of Gems - 11/08/2025 

Start Date: 11/08/2025 

End Date: 11/09/2025 

Hours: Sat 10:00-5:00 Sun 10:00-4:00 

Venue: Melbourne Auditorium 

Address: 625 East Hibiscus Blvd 
Melbourne Auditorium 
Melbourne, FL 32901 

Website: https://www.canaveral-mgs.com/ 

 

Gem and Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches 58th Annual 
Show - 11/22/2025 

Start Date: 11/22/2025 

End Date: 11/23/2025 

Hours: Sat 9:00-6:00 Sun 10:00-5:00 

Venue: Expo Center East, South Florida Fairgrounds 

Address: 9067 Southern Blvd 
Expo Center East, South Florida Fairgrounds 
West Palm Beach, FL 33411 

Website: http://www.gmspb.org/ 

 

Withlacoochee Rockhounds Annual Gem and Mineral Show - 
12/05/2025 

Start Date: 12/05/2025 

End Date: 12/07/2025 

Hours: Fri/Sat 10:00 - 5:00 Sun 10:00 - 4:00 

Venue: Veterans Memorial Park 

Address: 14333 Hicks Rd 
Veterans Memorial Park 
Hudson, FL 34669 

Website: https://www.withlacoocheerockhounds.com/ 

 

Miami Mineralogical & Lapidary Guild Gem, Mineral and Fossil 
Show - 12/06/2025 

Start Date: 12/06/2025 

End Date: 12/07/2025 

Hours: Sat 10am-6pm Sun 10am-5pm 

Venue: Better Families Through Tae Kwon Do 

Address: 6723 SW 81st Street 
Better Families Through Tae Kwon Do 
Miami, FL 

Website: http://miamigemandmineral.com/ 

https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/florida-gem-and-mineral-show/1973/false/false
http://www.floridafossilhunters.com/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/st-lucie-county-rock-gem-show/1156/false/false
http://www.slcrockandgem.org/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/tampa-bay-mineral-science-club/1919/false/false
https://tampabayrockclub.org/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Account/Membership?eventId=1919
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/fall-gem-mineral-jewelry-show/2165/false/false
http://tampabayrockclub.org/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/parade-of-gems/3070/false/false
https://www.canaveral-mgs.com/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/gem-and-mineral-society-of-the-palm-beaches-5/2281/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/gem-and-mineral-society-of-the-palm-beaches-5/2281/false/false
http://www.gmspb.org/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/withlacoochee-rockhounds-annual-gem-and-miner/701/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/withlacoochee-rockhounds-annual-gem-and-miner/701/false/false
https://www.withlacoocheerockhounds.com/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/miami-mineralogical-lapidary-guild-gem-minera/3607/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/miami-mineralogical-lapidary-guild-gem-minera/3607/false/false
http://miamigemandmineral.com/
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CMGS Contacts 

President: James Hislop  (407)797-2391 

Vice President: Lynn McKinney 

Secretary: Mary Kinberg 

Treasurer: Candice Walker 

Bulletin Editor: Shannon Byrd (321) 223-4007 

Membership Chairman: Kathie Burnette 

Education Chairman: Yvonne Alexander 

Corresponding Secretary: Stephanie Murphy 

Board of Directors 3yr: Wayne Mellish 

Board of Directors 2yr: Liz Ritter (321) 544-2036  

Board of Directors 1yr: Scott Bellinger 

Librarian:  Matty Loss  

Volunteer Positions Needing filled: 

 

Parade of Gems Future Chairpersons 

The Parade of Gems is Saturday, November 8 and Sunday, November 9.  Please begin collecting donations for the auction. 

Ed Kinberg stepped in to fill the interim position and will not be able to continue next year. This position is vital to the health and 

welfare of our club. Ed Melissa and Heather are developing a POG Manual to provide guidance in coordinating the program. It's a 

wonderful opportunity for next year's chair to get to know the vendors who make this show amazing and get their commitments for 

next year's show. 

The club will need a Parade of Gems Chair for next year.  Ed,  Melissa, and Heather are working hard to simplify the table layouts to 

make planning easier for the gem show in the future.  If you are interested in learning more or being the POG chair next year, let 

James or Ed know so you can start learning the process and see what is involved for next year. 

 

Assistant Newsletter Editor 

The Moonstone Newsletter is how we provide our members with information about what is going on in the CMGS club.  

The newsletter is issued monthly,   Most of the information comes directly from club members.  The collection of data for the 

monthly newsletter is a matter of sending a few emails and  occasionally making a phone call.  Microsoft Publisher is used to create 

the newsletter.  The Moonstone is published the last week of the month.  In addition to the newsletter, you will be asked at times to 

send emails out to members.  I maintain a list of members only and a list of all other newsletter recipients.  

The person that takes this position will become the Editor when ready, as I want to teach classes. 
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Bulletin Editor 

Shannon Byrd 

2225 Ladner Rd NE 

Palm Bay, FL  32907 

Email: shannonb787@gmail.com 

 

The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society  meets at 7 pm on the First Wednesday of each month at the Front 

Street Civic Center, Melbourne, Florida. Visitors are always welcome. 

255 East Drive 

Melbourne, Florida 


