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       Canaveral Moonstone  
 

 

Links to CMGS 

 
Presidents Corner 
 

Thank you for reading the moonstone news-
letter to see what’s going on in our club and 
our community!  
This is an extremely important meeting for our club so please make plans to attend.  
 
Club elections are here again! We have a few great candidates stepping in to fill board positions 
as well as other volunteer positions. If you would like to run for a board position, please see “Our 
By-Laws” on our website and learn about officers and their duties.  
 
Parade of Gems is here! Set up is on Friday November 7th and the show will run on the 8th and 
9th. Make sure you have selected “going” on the Facebook event page and share it to your 
friends and family in the area. Everyone is responsible for spreading the word! Even if you have 
already signed up to volunteer you may need to sign up again. We are looking for more volun-
teers to sign up to make this another great show. This is the biggest event of the year for our 
club, both in terms of financing the club and recruiting new members, so everyone is asked to 
step up. Thank you to everyone who is participating in the competitions. Check your email for 
competition instructions.  Don’t miss the silent auction, raffle, displays, demos, and all the rocks 
you could ever buy!  
 
October has been a month of adventure for Rockhounds with several events that took place in-
clude the Graves mountain public dig and rock swap, the Charleston DMC trip, and the Rock-
hound connections and events diamond hill dig just to name a few. In November there will be a 
DMC trip in Tennessee but you will need to check your emails for more information. In Decem-
ber our club will be hosting the DMC trip! The plan is to take a canoe trip with a reputable guide 
with tons of experience. We will travel thru scenic Florida to a place rich with fossil gravels. This 
is the first time our club has hosted a DMC trip so it’s important that we step up and show the 
other club members a good time while they visit with us in Florida. Details will only be available 
at the meeting or via email because the exact date and location are not to be shared with non 
DMC members. Please do not post the exact date or location on any public sites.   
 
This is going to be a busy meeting so we will be starting at 7pm. We will get right to business and 
if there is time I will give a short talk about my recent adventure. If not I will have to save it for 
another month. I hope to make it to open shop several times this month so come see me on 
Monday and Thursday nights at the workshop to trade stories. Pizza night is the first Monday 
after our monthly meeting so this month it will be November 10th. Come unwind after the Pa-
rade of Gems with a slice on us.  
Without our volunteers, we don’t have a club so I am eternally grateful to everyone who puts 

their time and energy into making this group amazing and successful! If you are looking for a 

greater roll in the club there has never been a better time as we grow, learn, and explore!  

James Hislop 

Exchange Bulletins are Welcome 

(All material may be copied unless otherwise noted if credit is given)  

The Dead Line for the December Moonstone is November 20, 2025 

The URL for CMGS web site is:  http://www.canaveral-mgs.com/ 
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The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society (CM&GS) is a registered Florida not-profit-corporation ap-

proved by the Internal Revenue Service as a tax exempt , organization under Internal Revenue Code sec-

tion of Florida 501 (c) (7) for the following purposes: 

1. For the preservation, support, and promotion of the hobby of Mineralogy and its various forms of al-

lied activities and earth sciences. 

2. To dedicate ourselves to the furtherance of the hobby through the exchange of knowledge, experience, 

and other helpful information among ourselves and other like organizations. 

3. To further the education of members and the general public of the hobby by programming talks, dis-

cussions, motion pictures, field trips, and the staging of shows and exhibitions. 

4. To maintain an active affiliation with the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies and to par-

ticipate in Federation activities to the fullest extent possible. 

 

Goals and Objectives 

5. To promote the spirit of cooperation and fellowship among the membership. 

6. To increase our knowledge of rocks and minerals and to explore the mystery and wonder of the earth. 

7. To actively encourage members to attend educational classes, workshops, lectures, and demonstra-

tions. 

8.  To stimulate interest in the earth sciences within the community by providing scholarships to worthy 

students at all educational levels. 

9. To provide the necessary equipment and resources to enable members to develop their interests. 

10. To enjoy our hobby and Have Fun! 

 

Affiliations 

The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Soci-

eties (SFMS) and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) 

 

Meetings and Dues 

Meetings are the First Wednesday of each month at the Melbourne Front Street Civic Center.  Meetings 
start at 7:00 p.m.  Visitors are always welcome!  Dues are shown below and are paid annually. 

Active members $ 40.00 

Associate Type 1 $ 10.00-related to an active or honorary member, be under the age of eighteen . 

Associate Type 2 $ 20.00 - 13 – 18 years 
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MINERAL OF THE MONTH: FRANKLINITE 

Franklinite is a zinc iron oxide (ZnFe2o4).mineral belonging in the Spinel subgroup. It forms as a disseminated, octahedral black 

crystals. Franklinite is most often found in association with Wellemite, Calcite and Red Zinctite. It is named for the location of it’s 
discovery at the Franklin mine in New Jersey. Has a MOHS hardness of 5.5-6. 

 

 

 

Shop fee will be $5.00 from now until the end of May 2026. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

2 3  Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 
4 5 Monthly 

Meeting 7PM 

6 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 
7 8 Parade of 

Gems 

9 Parade of 

Gems 
10 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 
11 12 13 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 
14 15 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

16 17 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 
18 19 20 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 
21 22 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

23 24 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 
25 26 27 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 
28 29 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

30       

November 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

2 3  Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

Pizza Night 

4 5 Monthly 

Meeting 7PM 

6 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 
7 8 Parade of 

Gems 

9 Parade of 

Gems 

10 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 
11 12 13 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 
14 15 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

16 17 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 
18 19 20 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 
21 22 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

23 24 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 
25 26 27 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 
28 29 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

30       

November 2025 
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Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society 
October 1st, 2025 Meeting Minutes  

 
Vice President Lynn McKinney opened the meeting on Wednesday, October 1st, at 7:05 p.m. at the Front 
Street Civic Center, 2205 Front Street, Melbourne, FL 32901.  
Lynn welcomed guests and new members.   
 
Lynn’s presentation was on magnifier types to use when working rocks and minerals. A wide variety of devic-
es were presented with physical samples being shown. Lens material was pointed out as a cause of some price 
differences, acrylic lens are cheaper, but do scratch easily. Focal length is an important parameter. Often high-
er magnifications have shorter focal lengths, which is not optimum when operating grinding or polishing 
equipment. Magnifiers used by dentists on safety glasses have a longer focal length, but are much higher in 
cost. 
 
Vice- President, Lynn McKinney – Please see Lynn if you can give a jewelry or rock presentation at our 
monthly meeting.  
 
The Parade of Gems (POG) will be held at the Melbourne Auditorium on November 8 and 9th.  If you have 
items for door prizes or raffle items, please take them to the workshop or bring them to the November meet-
ing.    
 
Kathie Burnette has volunteered to be chairman of the POG for 2026 if she can find a Membership Chair. 
Thanks Kathie!!  Please contact James Hislop or Kathie if you would like to be Membership Chair.   
 
October 25th is a Halloween Event at Melbourne Auditorium; CMGS will have a free table advertising 
POG.  Please contact Ed Kinberg if you have candy donations.  
 
Secretary – Mary Kinberg has an excused absence 

Shannon Byrd has been our Moonstone Editor for 10 years. Shannon is hoping to teach more classes and we 
are looking for a new Moonstone Editor.    Please let James or Shannon know if you would like to edit the 
Moonstone.   

Membership- Kathie Burnette we now have 129 members.   

Treasurer-Candice Walker sent out the Treasurer’s report to the board members.   

Education Director - Yvonne Alexander – At the November 5th meeting, members will be voting on compet-
ing pieces for the POG and officers for 2026.  

Mineral of the Month – Opal 

Thanks for sharing all the great Show and Tell:   

Scott Bellinger – Flower castings and opal rock 
Art DeLaurentis – Opal necklace 
Cheryl Synder – Arizona crystals 
Liz Ritter – Opal jewelry 
Peter Solenski & Jenny Thompson – Cabochons 
Steve Alexander – Metal work & Wild Acres 
Rolanda Powell – Labradorite 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.   
Stephanie Hopper for Mary Kinberg  
Secretary 
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Scott Bellinger- Flower Castings in Silver and Rocks with Opals 

 
 
Art DeLaurentis – Necklace                                                         Liz Ritter – Opal jewelry 

       
                                                     Cheryl Synder – Arizona crystals  
 
                                                Steve Alexander – Metal work & Wild Acres 

        
Peter Solenski &  Jenny Thompson                                               Labradorite from Rolanda 
   Cabochons 
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Out and About 

I caught Pat Shannon and Deborah 

Jorgensen at a  sale on October 11, 

2025  in West Melbourne. 

 

Article about Melissa Horan 

One Cocoa artist is Melbourne based, Melissa 
Horan, metalsmith and owner of OPR Jewelry, a 
name rooted in nostalgia. 

“OPR stands for Old Point Road,” Horan ex-
plained. “It’s the childhood street I grew up on. My 
work is a piece of where I came from.” 

Horan creates stunning metalwork from sterling 
silver, brass and copper, often pairing her met-
alsmithing with lapidary — cutting and polishing 
her own stones. “One of my most rewarding pieces 
was a honeycomb design with a captured mimatite 
crystal,” she said. 

“Challenge is inspiring to me. It’s so satisfying to 
design something from a memory — even a marsh 
flower from home — and turn it into silver. 
Like, wow, I made that.” 

Creativity at Cocoa Village isn’t limited to canvas 
or metal. Michelle Hidalgo, owner of I Love Peanut, 
drew a crowd with jars of gourmet nut butters — 
from healthy date-sweetened blends to wild flavors 
like Fluffy Butterfinger and Biscoff Cookie. 

Her business began with a mission of kindness. 

“A friend painted Mason jars, and I’d fill them 
with peanut butter. We’d walk the streets giving 
them to people who were hungry,” Hidalgo said. 
“After COVID, people started asking to buy it. 
And it just grew.” 

“When you buy from local vendors, everything is 
fresher, less processed. Even bread, jams — it’s so 
much better for you,” she said. “And it keeps your 
money right here, supporting families, not corpora-
tions.” 
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Do you need a ride to the monthly meeting?  If so, contact James 

Hislop to coordinate a ride. 

 

Donations Needed  

Donations Needed for the Silent Auction (November) 

Silent Auction donations: Please bring donations to the monthly meeting or (if larger amounts) arrangements 

can be made to pick them up.  Contact Michael McKeon at memckeon@yahoo.com  

Items we need for the auctions include: 

Rocks of any kind           

Crystals / Gems          

Beads and beading findings 

Craft Items     

Tools and kits 

Jewelry Items 

 

Loss of a member 

John Charles Almasi, 73, 
of Melbourne, Florida passed away on 
October 1, 2025. He was born on June 
17, 1952, in Monessen, Pennsylvania. 
 
John earned a Master of Science de-
gree in Technical and Professional 
Communication from Florida Institute 
of Technology (Florida Tech). At Flor-
ida Tech he taught English courses as 
an adjunct faculty member and was a 
full-time Registrar's Office staff mem-
ber for many years. He will be lovingly 
remembered by the many students and 
staff whose life he touched with his 
desire to share his deep knowledge of 
academia. 
 
His interests and excellent skills in the 
lapidary arts led him to projects in Tan-
zania and he was an active member in 
the Canaveral Mineral and Gem Socie-
ty serving as president of the club for 
two of the years.  

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/local/florida/melbourne
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Bench Tips   by Brad Smith      

Work Smarter & Be More Productive With Brad's “How To" Jewelry Books 

See Other Tips in my Smart Solutions for Jewelry Making Problems 

http://amazon.com/dp/B0BQ8YVLTJ  

 

Drill a number of holes all to the same depth 

Sometimes you need to drill a number of holes all to the same 

depth.  One quick and easy way to do this is to wind some tape 

around the drill bit so that the tape just touches the part surface 

when the hole is deep enough. 

 

You can set the depth either by measuring from the tip of the 

drill to the tape or by drilling to the correct depth, leaving the bit 

in the hole, and wrapping tape around the bit at the surface lev-

el. 

 

Note that a little extra tape left free on the end will blow away 

debris from the drilling. 

 

 

Emery Boards 

I feel the key to getting a lustrous polish on your jewelry work 
is having a good selection of sandpaper handy for prepolishing 
before going to the buffer.  I generally start around 400 grit 
and then go to 800 and 1200. 
 
While some projects do require sheets of sandpaper, my favor-
ite way of sanding small jewelry items is to use emery boards 
for doing your nails.  I like the ones with a thin foam 
core.  They have enough resistance to sand the high points off 
a flat surface and yet give a little when you're trying to smooth 
off a curved surface. 
 
These nail boards are inexpensive and come in a variety of 
grits.  Some grits are so fine they give an almost finished sur-
face.  Pick up a few at a beauty supply company, at your local 
drug store, or from Amazon.  

Solve Your Jewelry Making Problems 

With Brad's "How To" Books 

https://www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
http://amazon.com/dp/B0BQ8YVLTJ
https://www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
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Florida Rock & Mineral Shows 

Tampa Bay Mineral & Science Club - 11/01/2025 

Start Date: 11/01/2025 

End Date: 11/02/2025 

Hours: 10 - 6 & 10 - 5 

Venue: Club Facilities 

Address: 10207 Fisher Ave 
Club Facilities 
Tampa, FL 

Website: https://tampabayrockclub.org/ 

 

Is this your listing? Claim it now 

Fall Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show - 11/01/2025 

Start Date: 11/01/2025 

End Date: 11/02/2025 

Hours: Sat 10:00-6:00 Sun 10:00-5:00 

Venue: Florida State Fairgrounds, Special Events Center 

Address: 4800 US-301 
Florida State Fairgrounds, Special Events Center 
Tampa, FL 33610 

Website: http://tampabayrockclub.org/ 

 

Parade of Gems - 11/08/2025 

Start Date: 11/08/2025 

End Date: 11/09/2025 

Hours: Sat 10:00-5:00 Sun 10:00-4:00 

Venue: Melbourne Auditorium 

Address: 625 East Hibiscus Blvd 
Melbourne Auditorium 
Melbourne, FL 32901 

Website: https://www.canaveral-mgs.com/ 

 

Gem and Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches 58th Annual 
Show - 11/22/2025 

Start Date: 11/22/2025 

End Date: 11/23/2025 

Hours: Sat 9:00-6:00 Sun 10:00-5:00 

Venue: Expo Center East, South Florida Fairgrounds 

Address: 9067 Southern Blvd 
Expo Center East, South Florida Fairgrounds 
West Palm Beach, FL 33411 

Website: http://www.gmspb.org/ 

 

 

 

Withlacoochee Rockhounds Annual Gem and Mineral Show - 
12/05/2025 

Start Date: 12/05/2025 

End Date: 12/07/2025 

Hours: Fri/Sat 10:00 - 5:00 Sun 10:00 - 4:00 

Venue: Veterans Memorial Park 

Address: 14333 Hicks Rd 
Veterans Memorial Park 
Hudson, FL 34669 

Website: https://www.withlacoocheerockhounds.com/ 

 

Miami Mineralogical & Lapidary Guild Gem, Mineral and Fossil 
Show - 12/06/2025 

Start Date: 12/06/2025 

End Date: 12/07/2025 

Hours: Sat 10am-6pm Sun 10am-5pm 

Venue: Better Families Through Tae Kwon Do 

Address: 6723 SW 81st Street 
Better Families Through Tae Kwon Do 
Miami, FL 

Website: http://miamigemandmineral.com/ 

 

Pet of the month 

This is BB. We got her from the granddaughter's babysitter ma-
ple syrup farm.  BB is James Price’ dog. 

 

 

https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/tampa-bay-mineral-science-club/1919/false/false
https://tampabayrockclub.org/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Account/Membership?eventId=1919
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/fall-gem-mineral-jewelry-show/2165/false/false
http://tampabayrockclub.org/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/parade-of-gems/3070/false/false
https://www.canaveral-mgs.com/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/gem-and-mineral-society-of-the-palm-beaches-5/2281/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/gem-and-mineral-society-of-the-palm-beaches-5/2281/false/false
http://www.gmspb.org/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/withlacoochee-rockhounds-annual-gem-and-miner/701/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/withlacoochee-rockhounds-annual-gem-and-miner/701/false/false
https://www.withlacoocheerockhounds.com/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/miami-mineralogical-lapidary-guild-gem-minera/3607/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/miami-mineralogical-lapidary-guild-gem-minera/3607/false/false
http://miamigemandmineral.com/
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CMGS Contacts 

President: James Hislop  (407)797-2391 

Vice President: Lynn McKinney 

Secretary: Mary Kinberg 

Treasurer: Candice Walker 

Bulletin Editor: Shannon Byrd (321) 223-4007 

Membership Chairman: Kathie Burnette 

Education Chairman: Yvonne Alexander 

Corresponding Secretary: Stephanie Murphy 

Board of Directors 3yr: Wayne Mellish 

Board of Directors 2yr: Liz Ritter (321) 544-2036  

Board of Directors 1yr: Scott Bellinger 

Librarian:  Matty Loss  

Volunteer Positions Needing filled: 

Assistant Newsletter Editor 

The Moonstone Newsletter is how we provide our members with information about what is going on in the 

CMGS club. 

The newsletter is issued monthly,   Most of the information comes directly from club members.  The collection 

of data for the monthly newsletter is a matter of sending a few emails and  occasionally making a phone call.  

Microsoft Publisher is used to create the newsletter.  The Moonstone is published the last week of the month.  

In addition to the newsletter, you will be asked at times to send emails out to members.  I maintain a list of 

members only and a list of all other newsletter recipients.  

The person that takes this position will become the Editor when ready, as I want to teach classes. 
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Bulletin Editor 

Shannon Byrd 

2225 Ladner Rd NE 

Palm Bay, FL  32907 

Email: shannonb787@gmail.com 

 

The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society  meets at 7 pm on the First Wednesday of each month at the Front 

Street Civic Center, Melbourne, Florida. Visitors are always welcome. 

255 East Drive 

Melbourne, Florida 


