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       Canaveral Moonstone  
 

 

Links to CMGS 

 
Presidents Corner 
 
Thank you for reading the moonstone newsletter to 

see what’s going on in our club and our community!  

     Our annual Parade of Gems was a huge success! Our vendors, members, and over 1200 visitors 
had an amazing time. A huge thank you goes out to all our incredible volunteers who made this 
event a reality. Our Parade of Gems team absolutely rocked this event and set us up for another 
success next year. This event always brings a ton of awareness to our club. Many new members 
signed up so make sure to say “hi” and be welcoming to all the new and returning members.  

     This month we will be selecting some new board members. Steph Hopper will be taking over 
as recording secretary from Mary Kinberg. Sharon Barhorst will be taking over as membership 
secretary from Kathie Burnette. Scott Bellinger has served his three-year board of directors’ term 
so Vince DiDio and Arthur DeLaurentis will be running for that position. Thank you so much to 
all of our board members and candidates for setting the example for leadership in our club. We are 
still searching for someone who can take over the moonstone newsletter. We are also looking for 
someone to coordinate outreach events.  

     This month’s presentation will be about storing your rocks. Scott Bellinger will be presenting. 
If you would like to present on a topic, contact Lynn. Make sure to bring an item for show and tell 
because we want to know what interests you! This meeting is a good chance to practice your holi-
day baking recipes and bring them in for members to test out.  

     Our club is a member of the regional organization known as the Dixie mineral council. The 
clubs in the council take turns hosting field trips for the club members. December is our month to 
host the field trip! The exact locations and timing of these field trips is not to be revealed to the 
public but I can say we will be in the Peace river area in early December for a super awesome 
canoe ride and fossil hunt. This will be the first time our club is hosting a trip for the DMC so let’s 
show the other club members a good time! Check your email for more information. This is almost 
full so talk to me asap to get on the list.  

     Dues are due! Pay your 40$ annual dues to Sharron Barhorst. Dues must be paid by the January 
meeting or you won’t be eligible for the education drawing in February. This is going to be anoth-
er amazing year and you won’t want to miss out!  

     Get ready for the annual Holiday Party! This is the most social event of the year for our club 
where new and old members get together to celebrate the holidays with a get together and white 
elephant gift exchange. The party will be Thursday night 12/14 at 6:30 at The Broken Barrel. 
They will be serving a buffet for us. Adult beverages and tip are not included: You must pay by 
the December meeting to attend. The cost is 20$. To participate in the white elephant gift ex-
change, bring a wrapped gift with a value around $20.  

     Our annual rock swap will be taking place at Whickham park pavilion 4 on March 28th. Con-
tact Shannon to reserve a table.  

     Thank you to everybody for making this an incredible year for our club. Thru tragedy and loss 
we are thriving as a group. Membership and engagement are up and all of our events this year 
went off without a hitch! This is an incredible group of like-minded people and it’s a privilege to 
be around every single one of you! Let’s carry this energy into the next year and continue to grow 
our community.  

-James Hislop 

Exchange Bulletins are Welcome 

(All material may be copied unless otherwise noted if credit is given)  

The Dead Line for the January  Moonstone is December  20, 2025 

The URL for CMGS web site is:  http://www.canaveral-mgs.com/ 
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The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society (CM&GS) is a registered Florida not-profit-corporation ap-

proved by the Internal Revenue Service as a tax exempt , organization under Internal Revenue Code sec-

tion of Florida 501 (c) (7) for the following purposes: 

1. For the preservation, support, and promotion of the hobby of Mineralogy and its various forms of al-

lied activities and earth sciences. 

2. To dedicate ourselves to the furtherance of the hobby through the exchange of knowledge, experience, 

and other helpful information among ourselves and other like organizations. 

3. To further the education of members and the general public of the hobby by programming talks, dis-

cussions, motion pictures, field trips, and the staging of shows and exhibitions. 

4. To maintain an active affiliation with the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies and to par-

ticipate in Federation activities to the fullest extent possible. 

 

Goals and Objectives 

5. To promote the spirit of cooperation and fellowship among the membership. 

6. To increase our knowledge of rocks and minerals and to explore the mystery and wonder of the earth. 

7. To actively encourage members to attend educational classes, workshops, lectures, and demonstra-

tions. 

8.  To stimulate interest in the earth sciences within the community by providing scholarships to worthy 

students at all educational levels. 

9. To provide the necessary equipment and resources to enable members to develop their interests. 

10. To enjoy our hobby and Have Fun! 

 

Affiliations 

The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Soci-

eties (SFMS) and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) 

 

Meetings and Dues 

Meetings are the First Wednesday of each month at the Melbourne Front Street Civic Center.  Meetings 
start at 7:00 p.m.  Visitors are always welcome!  Dues are shown below and are paid annually. 

Active members $ 40.00 

Associate Type 1 $ 10.00-related to an active or honorary member, be under the age of eighteen . 

Associate Type 2 $ 20.00 - 13 – 18 years 
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MINERAL OF THE MONTH HANKSITE 

Hanksite is a sulfite mineral that contains both carbonate and 

sulfate ions ( a sulfate carbonate), with a formula of Na22K
(SO4)9(CO3)2Cl. It occurs as hexagonal prisms or tabular crys-

tals with pyramidal terminations. Hanksite  coloration can be 
colorless, white, gray, green, or yellow, and is transparent or 
translucent. The hardness is 3 to 3.5. 

Shop fee will be $5.00 from now until the end of May 2026.  

Note:  The Shop will be closed for Thanksgiving November 22—November 27 

           The Shop will be closed for Christmas Dec 25, 2025—Jan 01, 2026 

December 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 Monthly Meet-

ing 7PM 

4 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

5 6 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

7 8  Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

Pizza Night 

9 10 11 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

12 13 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

14 15 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

16 17 18 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

19 20 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

21 22 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

23 24 25 Shop Closed 

Christmas 

26  27 Shop Closed 

Christmas 

28 29 Closed Shop  

New Years 

30 31    
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Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society 
                    November 5th, 2025 Meeting Minutes  
 

President James Hislop opened the meeting on Wednesday, November 5th, at 7:01 p.m. at the Front Street Civic Cen-
ter, 2205 Front Street, Melbourne, FL 32901.  
 
James announced the board decided to drop the workshop fee to $5 instead of the regular $10 for the next 6 
months.  Our workshop is incredible and we want people to use it, so please come by and take advantage of the great 
price! 
 
James is looking for an outreach volunteer.  The outreach volunteer is a great job for someone who likes to meet peo-
ple and go to events.   
   
Ed Kinberg gave us an update on the Parade of Gems (POG).  It will be held at the Melbourne Auditorium on No-
vember 8 and 9th.  It’s our largest money-making event for the club and an exciting and fun event.  We are sold out of 
vendor space and still need volunteers to sign up.   Kathie Burnette is going to be the chairman for next year.  Thanks 
Kathie!    
 
Vice- President, Lynn McKinney – Please see Lynn if you can give a jewelry or rock presentation at our monthly 
meeting.   
  
Secretary- Mary Kinberg – The September and October minutes were printed in the October and November Moon-
stone’s.  There were no changes for the September or October minutes as printed in the Moonstone.   As there were 
no changes or amendments to either of the minutes, the minutes will stand as printed in the Moonstone.   
 
Shannon Byrd has been our Moonstone Editor for 10 years.  She would like to teach more and is resigning when we 
get a replacement as the Moonstone Editor.  Please let James or Shannon know if you would like to edit the Moon-
stone.   
 
Our Christmas Party will be held Thursday, December 11th at the Broken Barrel Restaurant at 6:30 pm.  We will have 
a large Holiday buffet for $20 per person plus tip.  Please bring your money to the December meeting.     Don’t forget 
to bring a Yankee Trader gift worth $20 if you want to participate.  The Yankee Trader is always fun.  
Membership- Kathie Burnette - we now have 134 members.  Your membership dues for 2026 are due in Decem-
ber.  Please bring your dues to the meeting so you will remain current.  
Treasurer-Candice Walker: -   No Treasurer’s Report  
 
James introduced the members that are running for a new position on the board:  
 
Sharon Barhorst has volunteered to be our Membership Chair.  She has been an active member for 15 years and has 
volunteered in many events. She has taken classes in Silversmithing, Cabbing, Wire Wrapping. Beading and many 
more.  
 
Steph Hopper is a new member and has volunteered to be Secretary.  She was active as a volunteer for 20 years with 
Community of Hope and has served as Secretary, President and Treasurer.  She is retired from her job with Boeing, 
as a mechanical engineer, where she worked on the Space Shuttle.   
 
Art DeLaurentis has been active in the club for 16 years and has taught many classes.  He is running for the 3-year 
Director’s seat.  Art has taught classes such as Viking Weave, Pearl Knotting and has volunteered for many years in 
numerous ways.    
 
Vince DiDio is also running for the 3-year Director’s Seat.  Vince has been involved in the club for 3 years and has 
been very active in the workshop. He worked for the park service in New York State and served on many commit-
tees.    
 
Education Director - Yvonne Alexander – We’re excited about the drop in price at the workshop!!!  Take advantage 
of this discounted price to come into the club and have fun.  If we get lots of members coming in we will be able to 
keep the price at $5.   
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                                                                   November 5th, 2025 Meeting Minutes Continued 

 
Mineral of the Month – Scott Bellinger – He brought in both October’s mineral of the month, Creedite and Franklin-
ite for November.     
James Hislop gave a presentation of some of the amazing rocks he has recently collected on his travels.  He went to 
Graves Mountain and found some different metal rocks, with hematite.  He likes trading rocks with people he 
meets.   
Our club is sponsoring a DMC trip on Dec 6th to the Peace River.  Talk with James if you’re interested.   
We had very few Show and Tell:   
Bill Harr recognized our friend and member, John Almasi, who died recently.  He will be missed.  Thanks Bill.    
He also shared the dodecahedrons he made and the great pliers he bought at Harbor Freight for $8.  Bill also recom-
mended watching, “Rory Rocks” on utube.  
Scott Bellinger – Minerals of the month, both Creedite and Franklinite 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.   

 
 
 
Art DeLaurentis  presented the 
entrants for the Grand Prize 
Competition which will be raf-
fled off at the POG on Novem-
ber 9th and 10th.   The Grand 
Prize Competition brings inter-
est to the great work of our 
members and is also a fundraiser 
for our members to win a schol-
arship to  William Holland or 
Wild Acres.   We had four 
amazing competitors.  Congrat-
ulations to Shannon Byrd for 
winning the Grand Prize with 
her dragonfly necklace!  
 
Mary Kinberg   
Secretary 
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Show and Tell 
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Do you need a ride to the monthly meeting?  If so, contact James 

Hislop to coordinate a ride. 

Donations Needed  

Silent Auction and Dolly’s Picnic donations: Please bring donations to the monthly meeting or (if larger 

amounts) arrangements can be made to pick them up.  Contact Michael McKeon at memckeon@yahoo.com  

Items we need for the auctions include: 

Rocks of any kind           

Crystals / Gems          

Beads and beading findings 

Craft Items     

Tools and kits 

Jewelry Items 

 

 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

Out and About 
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Bench Tips   by Brad Smith      

Work Smarter & Be More Productive With Brad's “How To" Jewelry Books 

See Other Tips in my Smart Solutions for Jewelry Making Problems 

http://amazon.com/dp/B0BQ8YVLTJ  

LOOSE HEADS   

Flying off the handle is never good, particularly if it's a hammerhead.  The traditional way to tighten a loose hammerhead is a bit of 

work with wedges, but if the head is basically secure, there's a fast and easy way to tighten a loose head for about 50 cents - super-

glue.   

 

Simply put a couple drops in from the handle side, let it set up, and then a few drops from the top side.  Be sure to get the thin su-

per glue, not gel.  It penetrates better.  Packages of superglues are usually available at the 99 cent store. 

 

Note that this is only a safe practice if the hammer head is just a little loose but is basically secured onto the handle. Gluing is not a 

fix for a hammerhead that has come off the handle or is at risk of coming off. 

Solve Your Jewelry Making Problems 

With Brad's "How To" Books 

 www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith  

https://www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
http://amazon.com/dp/B0BQ8YVLTJ
https://www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
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Florida Rock & Mineral Shows 

Withlacoochee Rockhounds Annual Gem and Mineral Show - 
12/05/2025 

Start Date: 12/05/2025 

End Date: 12/07/2025 

Hours: Fri/Sat 10:00 - 5:00 Sun 10:00 - 4:00 

Venue: Veterans Memorial Park 

Address: 14333 Hicks Rd 
Veterans Memorial Park 
Hudson, FL 34669 

Website: https://www.withlacoocheerockhounds.com/ 

 

Miami Mineralogical & Lapidary Guild Gem, Mineral and Fossil 
Show - 12/06/2025 

Start Date: 12/06/2025 

End Date: 12/07/2025 

Hours: Sat 10am-6pm Sun 10am-5pm 

Venue: Better Families Through Tae Kwon Do 

Address: 6723 SW 81st Street 
Better Families Through Tae Kwon Do 
Miami, FL 

Website: http://miamigemandmineral.com/ 

 

 

 

Pet of the month 

This is Vince DiDio’s rescue dog Willow, adopted from the Bre-

vard Humane Society. She was 4 years old when we adopted 

her in 2024. She is one of the sweetest and most friendly dogs, 

greeting everyone with her wagging tail. Her birthday will be 

coming up this December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rock Swap  

March 28, 2026  from 8:30 to 3:30  

Location :  Wickham Park pavilion #4   It is on the East 

side of the North lake next to the restroom building. 

  Enter Wickham park from the South entrance off Parkway 

Dr.  - Turn right and follow road around the first lake to the 

2nd lake (north lake)   -  Pavilion #4 is on your left about 

middle of the lakes east side. 

No fee to browse/shop/swap.  Visitors are welcome 

There are 20 picnic tables under the pavilion cov-

er.  Dealers pay $25 fee to sell their stuff.  The grass area 

is open but still $25. 

Tell your friends to come and spend the day looking at 

rocks, gems, jewelry and bring families and friends and 

have a good time in the park. Sail a boat on the lake, relax 

in the sun,  watch the kids play in the play area or play with 

your dog in the fenced dog park area. 

Contact info:  Shannon Byrd 321 223 4007 (leave a mes-

sage if I do not answer as I do not answer phone numbers 

not preprogramed in my phone).  I will call back asap. 

 

https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/withlacoochee-rockhounds-annual-gem-and-miner/701/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/withlacoochee-rockhounds-annual-gem-and-miner/701/false/false
https://www.withlacoocheerockhounds.com/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/miami-mineralogical-lapidary-guild-gem-minera/3607/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/miami-mineralogical-lapidary-guild-gem-minera/3607/false/false
http://miamigemandmineral.com/
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Volunteer Positions Needing filled: 

Assistant Newsletter Editor 

The Moonstone Newsletter is how we provide our members with information about what is going on in the 

CMGS club. 

The newsletter is issued monthly,   Most of the information comes directly from club members.  The collection 

of data for the monthly newsletter is a matter of sending a few emails and  occasionally making a phone call.  

Microsoft Publisher is used to create the newsletter.  The Moonstone is published the last week of the month.  

In addition to the newsletter, you will be asked at times to send emails out to members.  I maintain a list of 

members only and a list of all other newsletter recipients.  

The person that takes this position will become the Editor when ready, as I want to teach classes. 

 

 

 

CMGS Contacts 

President: James Hislop  (407)797-2391 

Vice President: Lynn McKinney 

Secretary: Mary Kinberg 

Treasurer: Candice Walker 

Bulletin Editor: Shannon Byrd (321) 223-4007 

Membership Chairman: Kathie Burnette 

Education Chairman: Yvonne Alexander 

Corresponding Secretary: Stephanie Murphy 

Board of Directors 3yr: Wayne Mellish 

Board of Directors 2yr: Liz Ritter (321) 544-2036  

Board of Directors 1yr: Scott Bellinger 

Librarian:  Matty Loss  



Canaveral Moonstone  December 2025  Vol. V  No. 12 

  12 

Bulletin Editor 

Shannon Byrd 

2225 Ladner Rd NE 

Palm Bay, FL  32907 

Email: shannonb787@gmail.com 

 

The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society  meets at 7 pm on the First Wednesday of each month at the Front 

Street Civic Center, Melbourne, Florida. Visitors are always welcome. 

255 East Drive 

Melbourne, Florida 


