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       Canaveral Moonstone  

 

Links to CMGS 

 
Presidents Corner 
Thank you for reading the Moonstone to stay up to date with 

events in our community. 

 

 March was another great month for the club. Thomas gave a great presentation about 
gemstones and gemology. The stones and visual aids he brought helped to explain what 
gemology is all about.  
The SFMS Rockhound roundup was a great show. Attendance was not as good as people 
hoped and many lessons were learned for the next event but there were still plenty of great 
deals on rocks to be had. The SFMS (Southern federation) provides resources for the re-
gion’s clubs including our own. Our club does not have a designated SFMS representative 
so if anyone wants to step up by communicating with the SFMS, and bringing the club 
information and resources, please let me know.  
Rucks pit crystal clam festival was a great success. Rockhounds from around the country 
came to spray aquatic fossils and crystals from the Rucks material.  
LETS END THE MONTH WITH A BANG! We are hoping to see everyone (that means 
you, your friends, and family, even the dogs) at our annual inter club rock swap at Wick-
ham park, pavilion 4, on March 28th. Members will bring rocks, jewelry, equipment, and 
hobby related supplies to sell or swap. Contact Shannon for your vending space ($25). Her 
phone number is at the bottom of this newsletter.  
April will begin with our April 1st meeting. Mary and Ed will present information to the 
club about William Holland and Wild acres lapidary schools. We are sending three of our 
members this year to learn lapidary arts at the schools. If you have anything that you made 
at one of these schools in the past, please bring it to show and tell and share your experi-
ence.  
The Wikiva rock swap will be happening April 11th. This rock swap always has some 
great materials and deals. It’s not too far away so let’s support their club by showing up.  
Dolly’s picnic will be April 12th at Riverview Park. There will be burgers and hotdogs. 
Please bring a side to share and any items you are willing to part with to support the club. 
All items are welcome not just hobby related stuff. Keep in mind that you will have to take 
home any items that you bring that do not sell. Contact Scott if you are available to help 
move donations to the picnic.  
Graves mountain public dig and rock swap is April 17-19 in Lincolnton, GA. This dona-
tion-based event boast one of the best rock swaps in the entire southern region as well as a 
mountain of minerals and crystals for you to dig. Join the Graves Mountain Community by 
interacting with other diggers and attending group events in the evenings. After the Graves 
event, Rockhound Connections and Events (from Facebook) will be coordinating digs at 
Diamond Hill mine in South Carolina for Quartz and other minerals on April 20-21. Sav-
ing the 22nd for travel. On the 23rd we dig Cherokee mine and the 24th we dig Sheffield 
mine. Both of these mines are in Franklin, NC and are known for the sapphires and rubies 
in native soil.  
Keep an eye on your email for information about Dixie mineral council field trips.  
We are looking for volunteers that can work on the Moonstone newsletter and outreach. If 
you would like to volunteer in any way please call James. Thank you for everyone who 
volunteers and improves our club!  
Thank you all for making this the best club in central Florida. Let’s continue to make this 
the best year ever for CMGS and spread our passions with the community!  

Exchange Bulletins are Welcome 

(All material may be copied unless otherwise noted if credit is given)  

The Dead Line for the  May Moonstone is April  20, 2026 

The URL for CMGS web site is:  http://www.canaveral-mgs.com/ 
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The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society (CM&GS) is a registered Florida not-profit-corporation ap-

proved by the Internal Revenue Service as a tax exempt , organization under Internal Revenue Code sec-

tion of Florida 501 (c) (7) for the following purposes: 

1. For the preservation, support, and promotion of the hobby of Mineralogy and its various forms of al-

lied activities and earth sciences. 

2. To dedicate ourselves to the furtherance of the hobby through the exchange of knowledge, experience, 

and other helpful information among ourselves and other like organizations. 

3. To further the education of members and the general public of the hobby by programming talks, dis-

cussions, motion pictures, field trips, and the staging of shows and exhibitions. 

4. To maintain an active affiliation with the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies and to par-

ticipate in Federation activities to the fullest extent possible. 

 

Goals and Objectives 

5. To promote the spirit of cooperation and fellowship among the membership. 

6. To increase our knowledge of rocks and minerals and to explore the mystery and wonder of the earth. 

7. To actively encourage members to attend educational classes, workshops, lectures, and demonstra-

tions. 

8.  To stimulate interest in the earth sciences within the community by providing scholarships to worthy 

students at all educational levels. 

9. To provide the necessary equipment and resources to enable members to develop their interests. 

10. To enjoy our hobby and Have Fun! 

 

Affiliations 

The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Soci-

eties (SFMS) and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) 

 

Meetings and Dues 

Meetings are the First Wednesday of each month at the Melbourne Front Street Civic Center.  Meetings 
start at 7:00 p.m.  Visitors are always welcome!  Dues are shown below and are paid annually. 

Active members $ 40.00 

Associate Type 1 $ 10.00-related to an active or honorary member, be under the age of eighteen . 

Associate Type 2 $ 20.00 - 13 – 18 years 
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Shop fee will be $5.00 from now until the end of May 2026.  

The presentation will be by Mary and Ed Kinberg, they will be talking about Wildacres and 
William Holland. 

April 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 Monthly Meet-

ing 7PM 

2  Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

3 4 Closed for  

Easter 

5 6  Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

Pizza Night 

7 8 9  Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

10 11 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

12 13  Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

14 15 16  Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

17 18 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

19 20  Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

21 22 23  Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

24 25 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

26 27  Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

28 29 30  Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

  

Pet of the Month at Paws for Recovery 

 

Animal ID : PFR-A-505 

Breed : Shiba Inu Sex : Female 

Weight : 19 lbs Age : 6Y/3M/0W 

Location: Paws Fur Recovery Ranch, General 

https://pawsfurrecovery.org/adoption-application/  
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MINERAL OF THE MONTH EUDIALITE 

Eudialite is a somewhat rare cyclosilicate mineral that forms as triagonal crystals from short rhombohedral to long 
prismatic, granular, irregular masses in alkaline igneous rocks. It’s minor source of zirconium while gemmy crystals 
are used in jewelry. Eudialite is usually in association with various other alkalic igneous minerals some of which are; 
microcline, nepheline, lamprophylite, arfvedsonite, sodalite are just a few. Colors are red, magenta, brown, blue and 
yellow. MOHS hardness is 5-6. Eudialite is found sporadically in several locations around the world. 

Chemical formula: Na15Ca6Fe3Zr3Si ++(Si25O73) (O, OH, H2O)2(Cl, OH)2 

 

EUDIALYTE-RED 

ARFEDSONITE-BLACK 

MICROCLINE-WHITE 

 

 

Club Donations Needed  

Dolly’s Picnic donations: Please bring donations to the monthly meeting or (if larger amounts) arrangements can be 

made to pick them up.  Contact Michael McKeon at memckeon@yahoo.com  

Items we need for the auctions include: 

Rocks of any kind           

Crystals / Gems          

Beads and beading findings 

Craft Items   

And anything else worth selling 
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.  Canaveral Mineral & Gem Society  

March 4th, 2026 Meeting Minutes   

  

President James opened the meeting on Wednesday, March 4th, at 7:00 p.m. at the Front Street Civic Center, 2205 

Front Street, Melbourne, FL 32901.   

  

James welcomed guests and new members. Kevin talked about why he likes the club.  

  

Next Board meeting is March 11. If you want to come and not on board please contact James. Pet of the month in 

the Moonstone is Bambam, the cat at Rilley’s Rescue Brevard  

  

The presentation was Introduction to Gemology by Thomas, a member of club. He got gemology degree in 2019. He 

can identify and appraise gems. A gem is valued by being pretty, rare and desirable. He was trained by IGIA with 

how a gemstone reacts to light. By putting an item in refractometer. You measure how the light bends in gem. The 

refractometer good one has polarization. Shows chemical makeup of gem. Need diamond testers that show it is not 

moissanite. A hand tester measures thermal conductivity.  If you are looking at facets you can see the not sharp edg-

es of a synthetic molded piece.  He talked about using googles if using short wave UV light, it can blind you.  Need 

long wave for eye safety. There is a hand-held device for using polarized light to evaluate items.  Specific density is 

another test.  

  

Announcements:   
Class book is in the back of the room for sign up.  

Talk about needing the class for the equipment before you are allowed to use the equipment  

Arthur announced one opening in the Viking weave class  

Pizza night is the first Monday after the meeting during open shop.  

Shannon is looking for an assistant editor for the Moonstone  

Looking for a volunteer to be an outreach coordinator. If you have ideas to bring more people into the club please 

talk to James  

Shop fees are $5 for the next two months. Open shop hours are in the Moonstone Looking for shop stew-

ards. Good for Saturday but need volunteers for other nights Teachers are holding a lot of classes.  

Pop-up classes – just had a tumbling rock class.  If you want to do a pop-up talk to Yvonne or James Dolly’s picnic 

is April 12th. It is an annual event at Riverview Park. Time to socialize. Bring a side for pot luck.  Looking for dona-

tions for the auction. If it doesn’t sell you take it home  

There will be tailgating beforehand (Set up is 9AM with lunch)– A half hour before start of picnic Rock Swap is a 

Wickham park on March 28th. An Art festival is going on at the same time.  

Suggestion from floor was to rename it as Rock and Gem.  Have 6 tables for $25 each  

Field trip and schedule  
March 6-7 Rock Hound Round up at Suwannee Park.  

March 15- Summerville GADMC field trip Summerview Paddy Quarry – active lace agate mine.   

March 13-15 has a Peace River Camp site ($6) per night  

March 19-21 is Rucks Pit Field trip.  In Okeechobee, FL  
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March 28TH is CMGS Rock Swap at Wickham Park  

April 1 meeting  

April 11 – Wekiva Gem and Mineral club Rock swap  

April 12th Dolly’s picnic at Riverside Park  

April 17-19 Graves Mountain Quarry in GA. Camping in area  

April 20-21  $20 per day Diamond Hill mine at Abbeyville, SC – Primitive site without facilities.  

Bring your own food  

April 23rd at Cherokee ruby mine in Franklin, NC  

April 24 – Sheffield  mine in Franklin, NC. Possible black light hunt  

Next DMC field trip in Tennessee  

Vice- President Report, Lynn McKinney has April and May speakers- Ed and Mary will be talking about William 

Holland and Wild Acres. William Holland Federation Month is in June. It is lapidary school.  May is tentatively Leah 

Fletcher about unusual uses for Cabbing machines  

Lynn is looking for input on what machines need to be used and what additional circuits are to be put in.  Thanks to 

Leslie for her donations   

  

July is Open House  

  

Treasurer’s report, Candace was not present.  Working on budget with Yvonne  

Secretary, Stephanie Hopper, February minutes were printed in the Moonstone. Floor was asked for changes. As there 

were no changes or amendments the minutes will stand as printed in the Moonstone.  

Membership, Sharon Barhorst, We now have 117  members.   

Education Director - Yvonne Alexander was not present. Wayne said anyone who wants cabbing help can come to 

the shop on Monday and get help with your cabs.  

Liz – Have lots for raffle. Expecting 12 drawings  

Thanks for sharing all the great Show and Tell.  Mineral of the Month is the Mica Group The meeting was 

adjourned at 9:04 pm.    

Respectfully,   

Stephanie Hopper  
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Mineral of month – Augite  

  

 

Show 

And  

Tell 
 

 

 

  

James Italian ammonites, Cab Knife,                        Denise Giesler – 4 cabs               Purple cab & wire wrap Polymer clay 

class, Smoke amethyst   

James Hislop – Welk from Rucks pit                                                       Megladon Teeth, Turquoise, Blood stone, Holman  

                                                                                                                         Clear Quartz crystal, Glass, Purple  
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Show 

And  

Tell 

           
 Lynn McKinney- Cabs                           Vincent DiDio – Cabs                            Elizabeth Hidreth – Cabs 

Fused  

            and Wire wrap                             and Wire Wrap                                                  Glass & wire wrap               

  

           
Vincent DiDio – Shark Teeth                               Shelle Pendergrast – Multiple Projects  
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Bill Haar – Castings                                                                                                   Mary Kinberg –Viking weave and  

                                                                                                                                                          Flower beads  

  
Joe Bina – has tumbled several rock samples to be used in the kids table next Parade of Gems  

  

  
Thomas speaking about gem identification  
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Bench Tips   by Brad Smith      

Work Smarter & Be More Productive With Brad's “How To" Jewelry Books 

See Other Tips in my Smart Solutions for Jewelry Making Problems 

http://amazon.com/dp/B0BQ8YVLTJ  

 

CUTOFF WHEELS  

Cutoff wheels (also called Separating Discs) are inexpensive and do a great job cutting or shaping steel.  You can 

use them to sharpen tool points, cut piano wire to length, make 

slots, and sharpen worn drills. Other uses include modifying pliers 

and making your own design stamps. 

 

My preference is the one-inch diameter size.  Be sure to hold the 

wheel firmly so nothing moves to break the disc, and definitely 

wear your safety glasses.  Those are little flakes of steel coming off 

the disk. 

 

BTW - Cutoff wheels are not as good at cutting soft metals like 

copper, silver and gold. They will work, but soft metals tend to clog 

up the cutting edges. 

 

 

=============================================== 

 

 

DEBURRING JUMP RINGS 

When cutting jump rings from large gauge wire for chain making, you'll notice the saw leaves a small burr. An 

easy way to remove these is to tumble the rings with some fine-cut pyramids. It's best not to tumble for a long 

period because it tends to remove the polished finish from the wire. 

 

No tumbler, no problem. You don't actually need a tumbler. I just put a handful of pyramids in a wide mouth 

plastic jar and shake for a bit. You can find these pyramids in the tumble finishing section of most jewelry supply 

catalogs. 

Solve Your Jewelry Making Problems 

With Brad's "How To" Books 

 www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith  

https://www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
http://amazon.com/dp/B0BQ8YVLTJ
https://www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
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Up coming Shows 
 
CMGS Rock Swap  

March 28, 2026  from 9:00am to 3:00pm  

Location :  Wickham Park pavilion #4   It is on the East 

side of the North lake next to the restroom building. 

  Enter Wickham park from the South entrance off Park-

way Dr.  - Turn right and follow road around the first lake 

to the 2nd lake (north lake)   -  Pavilion #4 is on your left 

about middle of the lakes east side. 

No fee to browse/shop/swap.  Visitors are welcome 

  
 
Panhandle Gem & Mineral Shows - 04/10/2026 
Start Date: 04/10/2026 
End Date: 04/12/2026 
Hours: 10 am until 5 pm 
Venue: Central Panhandle Fairgrounds Panama City 
Address: 2230 East 15th Street 
Central Panhandle Fairgrounds Panama City 
Panama City, FL 32405 
Website: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=61567559250916 
 
 
 
Circle Up Rock & Gem Market 
April 11, 2026, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Westside Community Church, Front Lawn & Drive Circle 

1937 Lakeville Road, Apopka, FL   

contact Nancy Allman, 407-739-0051 or email 
@faceittoday@gmail.com. 

  

Dolly’s picnic April 12 
Come enjoy the tailgating , lunch and the auction  with  
CMGS friends and family's 
Riverside park, Melbourne 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Florida Mineral & Gem Society, Inc., a non-
profit 501(C)3 educational organization, is hosting a 
Rock, Mineral, Gem, Jewelry & Fossil Show on April 
18th and 19th, 2026 at the Florida National Guard Ar-
mory, 2809 S. Fern Creek Ave., Orlando, FL 32806. 
Show time: Saturday 9am to 5pm and Sunday 9am to 
4pm. Vendors offering rocks, minerals, gemstones, fos-
sils, beads, jewelry, artifacts, metaphysical stones, hand-
crafted cabochons, etc. Silent auction, door prizes, 
demonstrations and family activities. Admission fee: 
Adults $6, Kids $3 and Scouts in uniform free. Web-
site: www.cfmgs.org. Contact: President Salvatore San-
sone 321-278-9294 or e-mail: ssfossilhunter@aol.com.  

 

SFMS Workshop information 
You can check out the classes and register 
at https://www.sfmsworkshops.org/ Details of 
lapidary classes for wildacres. 
 
 

https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Account/Membership?eventId=685
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/panhandle-gem-mineral-shows/3393/false/false
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61567559250916
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61567559250916
http://www.cfmgs.org/
tel:321-278-9294
mailto:ssfossilhunter@aol.com
https://www.sfmsworkshops.org/
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CMGS Contacts 

President: James Hislop  (407)797-2391 

Vice President: Lynn McKinney 

Secretary: Stepphanie Hopper 

Treasurer: Candice Walker 

Bulletin Editor: Shannon Byrd (321) 223-4007 

Membership Chairman: Sharon Barhorst 

Education Chairman: Yvonne Alexander 

Corresponding Secretary: Stephanie Murphy 

Board of Directors 3yr: Vince DiDio 

Board of Directors 2yr: Wayne Mellish  

Board of Directors 1yr: Liz Ritter (321) 544-2036  

Librarian:  Matty Loss  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you need transportation to the monthly meeting?  If so, contact James 

Hislop to coordinate a ride. 
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Bulletin Editor 

Shannon Byrd 

2225 Ladner Rd NE 

Palm Bay, FL  32907 

Email: shannonb787@gmail.com 

 

The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society  meets at 7 pm on the First Wednesday of each month at the Front 

Street Civic Center, Melbourne, Florida. Visitors are always welcome. 

255 East Drive 

Melbourne, Florida 


