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Canaveral Moonstone  

 

 

 
Presidents Corner 
 

I hope everyone had an enjoyable holiday season?  I know that I had a great time at 
our holiday celebration at Golden Corral on December 16th.  If you weren't there 
you missed good conversation and good fellowship. The Yankee Trader event as 
always was enjoyable! I am always amazed at what gifts become the most sought 
after. This year I believe it certainly was the igloo tote/cooler.  

Your newly appointed officers and board of directors have been busy creating and 
completing the proposed budget for 2022.You will find a copy of it in this month’s 
Moonstone as well as you should have received that on a separate email. We should 
all make plans to vote on that approval in the meeting in January. 

I have many ideas to continue our growth for the year 2022 and know we have a 
strong body of volunteers to help me see that to fruition. As always if you are inter-
ested in contributing your time or ideas to our club please call me, text me, email 
me or speak to me in person. 

I want to wish each and every one of you a happy and healthy New Year! 

 

 

Melissa Horan 

CMGS President 2022 

Exchange Bulletins are Welcome 

(All material may be copied unless otherwise noted if credit is given)  

The Dead Line for the February Moonstone is January 20, 2022. 

The URL for CMGS web site is:  http://www.canaveral-mgs.com/ 
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The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society (CM&GS) is a registered Florida not-profit-corporation ap-

proved by the Internal Revenue Service as a tax exempt , organization under Internal Revenue Code sec-

tion of Florida 501 (c) (7) for the following purposes: 

1. For the preservation, support, and promotion of the hobby of Mineralogy and its various forms of al-

lied activities and earth sciences. 

2. To dedicate ourselves to the furtherance of the hobby through the exchange of knowledge, experience, 

and other helpful information among ourselves and other like organizations. 

3. To further the education of members and the general public of the hobby by programming talks, dis-

cussions, motion pictures, field trips, and the staging of shows and exhibitions. 

4. To maintain an active affiliation with the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies and to par-

ticipate in Federation activities to the fullest extent possible. 

 

Goals and Objectives 

5. To promote the spirit of cooperation and fellowship among the membership. 

6. To increase our knowledge of rocks and minerals and to explore the mystery and wonder of the earth. 

7. To actively encourage members to attend educational classes, workshops, lectures, and demonstra-

tions. 

8.  To stimulate interest in the earth sciences within the community by providing scholarships to worthy 

students at all educational levels. 

9. To provide the necessary equipment and resources to enable members to develop their interests. 

10. To enjoy our hobby and Have Fun! 

 

Affiliations 

The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Soci-

eties (SFMS) and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) 

 

Meetings and Dues 

Meetings are the First Wednesday of each month at the Melbourne Front Street Civic Center.  Meetings 
start at 7:00 p.m.  Visitors are always welcome!  Dues are $30.00 per year.   Junior Member dues are 
$2.00 per year.  Club shop is now located at 255 East Drive, Suite K, Melbourne, FL. 
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 Meetings are being held at the Front Street Civic Center  

 

January 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 Open Shop 

8:30—12:30pm 

Happy New Year 

2 3 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

4 5 Open Shop 

11am-3pm 

Monthly Busi-

ness Meeting  

6 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

7 8 Open Shop 

8:30—12:30pm 

9 10 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

11 12 Open Shop 

11am-3pm 

13 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

14 15 Open Shop 

8:30—12:30pm 

16 17  Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

18 19 Open Shop 

11am-3pm 

20 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

21 22 Open Shop 

8:30—12:30pm 

23 24 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

25 26 Open Shop 

11am-3pm 

27 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

28 29 Open Shop 

8:30—12:30pm 

30 31 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

     

Notes from the Editor 

Shannon Byrd  

 

Do you enjoy Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society membership?  Would you like to get more out of your 

membership?  If you answered yes, then what you need to do is   GET INVOLVED! 

 

How you may ask: 

Teach classes 

Attend Meetings 

Attend Socials—help with setup and clean up afterwards 

Participate in Open Shop 

Help with Social Media (Facebook)  

Volunteer at the Parade of Gems 
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Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society 
December 1, 2022  Meeting Minutes 

 
 

President Melissa Horan opened the meeting Wednesday, December 1st at 7:05 pm at the Front Street Civic 
Center, 2205 Front Street, Melbourne, FL 32901.  She welcomed many new guests!!  Lots of our new guests 
attended the Parade of Gems (POG) and became interested in our club.    
 
Joe Bina announced the Christmas Party will be at the Golden Corral in Palm Bay.   Dinner starts around 6 
pm.  We will have our usual Yankee Trader gift exchange.  If you want to participate, bring a wrapped gift 
of $20 or more and please tag it if it’s for a specific gender.    
 
Debbie Jorgensen presented a slide show on improving your jewelry photos.  Debbie showed different back-
grounds for jewelry photos and showed the difference specific backgrounds and lighting makes on the pho-
to.   She also puts her jewelry on shells, flowers or other natural objects to get a much more interesting look-
ing photo.   She showed us examples of the difference the objects and backgrounds make in the pho-
tos.     Thanks Debbie, for a very informative presentation and the many helpful ideas you shared with us!   
 
Melissa announced that Herrick Jeffer’s widow donated some of his jewelry to sell at the POG.  There are a 
few items left.   If you wish to purchase any of the items, please let Melissa know at the break.  Mark Heath-
man also donated a beautiful large opal which is for sale.   
 
Vendors will set up at the Workshop this Saturday, Dec 4th, for Christmas sales.  There will be many won-
derful items including beads.  Set up is 5-7 on Friday or Sat at 9.  The sale is 10 am to 1 pm.  Cash or 
checks.    
 
Vice president, Lynn McKinney – please let Lynn or Melissa know if you are interested in speaking at our 
meeting about a subject.   
 
Secretary, Mary Kinberg – Melissa announced that the November Minutes were published in the Moon-
stone.  She asked if there were any amendments or changes to the printed minutes.   As there were no chang-
es, the minutes were approved as printed. 
 
Treasurer, Liz Ritter –We had over 1000 people attend the POG.  Our income from club projects raised 
$7900, plus $8500 from vendors.  Of course, expenses were quite substantial but hopefully we will be able 
to pay our rent on the workshop for the year and other expenses from our profits for POG.  Great job every-
one! 
 
Education Chair -Dave Wayment, new instructors are getting ready for classes for the first of the year.  Be-
fore a new member begins working in the workshop, you need to take a class or be checked out on equip-
ment.  There is a $10 fee whenever you use the workshop.  You are welcome to come to workshop and 
watch other people making things.  That will help you to figure out what you are interested in, however if 
you use any of the machines, you do need to pay the fee.  Please remember the club is for hobbyist not a 
place to make products for sale.  Joe Bina reminded everyone we have a wonderful library at our workshop 
and please sign the cards if you check out a book.    
 
Membership, Kathie Burnette - said we are up to 146 members.  Members, please remember to pay your 
yearly dues soon.       
 
Mark Heathman announced the Rock Swap on March 19th, it will be held in Wickham Park.  The tables will 
be $15 per table.  He only has 5 tables left inside the pavilion, so please contact him right away.   
 
Dave Jacobson spoke on the mineral of the month, spinel.   Many people substitute spinel for rubies as a se-
curity measure.  Spinel has a hardness of 8 and is the third strongest mineral.   Thanks Dave!!  
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Art DeLaurentis shared some of his gorgeous pieces:  a hinged 

pendant stone on stone among other items  

Show  

and  

Tell 

One of our members, Ashley (Mac) Macgregor recently wrote a book, “A box of Rocks.”  Mac was an orphan 
and received a box of rocks that had been in his family when he was a child.  The box of rocks included dia-
monds, sapphires and spinel.  His wife, Marie, shared with us her necklace that had a gorgeous blue spinel 
stone as a centerpiece.   
  
Show and Tell:  Sharon Jones shared her beautiful pink moss agate, that won 1st place in the Advanced Cab-
bing Members Competition.  She also showed other cabs that she made in Art’s Advanced cabbing 
class.  Debbie Jorgensen shared an intricate sterling silver ring displayed in a light box.  Sibylle Loschiavo 
showed creative ways she used auction items to make decorations and gifts.  Art DeLaurentis made two 
amazing silver inlaid pendants with stone on stone and set in silver.  Marie MacGregor shared her exquisite 
necklace that she designed.  The necklace was made with gold and had settings of a beautiful blue spinel, yel-
low diamond and light blue sapphire.  Thanks for the amazing show and tell items!! 
 
Secretary, 
Mary Kinberg  
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Show  

and  

Tell 
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5th Annual CM&GS Rock Swap 

Saturday, March 19, 2022  

Wickham Park. 

The rock swap will be held at Pavilion #4 on the east side of the second (north) lake at Wick-

ham park just past the dog play area. 

The public is invited, entrance is free.  All vendors must pay a $15 fee to cover expens-

es.  The first 14 vendors can make a reservation for an 8 foot picnic table under the pavilion 

shelter.  Other vendors can tailgate or use the parking and grass areas. 

The rock swap will run from 9:00AM - 3:00PM.  Vendors can begin setting up at 8:30AM. 

 

Contact Mark Heathman at 321-474-1406 to make a reservation. 

 

 

Upcoming Mineral and Gem Shows 2022 

Tomoka Gem & Mineral Society Show & Sale 

Jan 15 – 16, 2022 

Volusia County Fair, 3150 E New York Ave 

DeLand, FL 

 

Central Brevard Rock and Gem Show 

Feb 5 – 6, 2022 

Kiwanis Island Park, 951 Kiwanis Island Park Rd 

Merritt Island, FL 

 

Imperial Bone Valley Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society... 

Saturday Feb 26, 2022 

First Presbyterian Church, 175 Lake Hollingsworth Dr 

Lakeland, FL 
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  2021 2021 Actual  2022 2022 Actual 

                  INCOME        

        

Auctions /Raffles Dolly/rock/donations $650.00  $1,320.00   $1,500    

TBD Fund Raisers* (TCRMS)  $2,650.00  $2,672.00   $2,170    

Classes/Shop  $3,500.00  $2,167.00   $3,500.00    

Monthly Membership raffle(SFMS) $900.00  $608.00   $850.00    

Membership dues  $3,000.00  $2,750   $2,500.00    

  $10,700.00 $9,517   $10,520.00    

POG EVENT        

Front door/kids/etc   $4,798.00   $5,000.00    

Silent auction $4,700   $3,027.00   $3,000.00    

Vendors $15,000.00  $15,330.00   $15,000.00    

POG Total projected  $19,700.00  $23,155.00 $23,000.00    

Total income   $30,400.00  $32,672.00 $33,520.00    

        

        

         EXPENSES        

TCR&GS Purchase   $1,500.00     

Accounting fees $275.00   $275.00   $275.00    

Dec Holiday Party $250.00   $50.00   $50.00    

Dolly's picnic $250.00   $0.00   $400.00    

SFMS classes $900.00   $850.00   $850.00    

Activities/Other $200.00   $0.00   $500.00    

Total Activities expense  $1,875.00  $2,675.00   $2,075.00    

        

Class Shop Supplies  $2,000.00  $1,658.00   $2,500.00    

Donations  $20  $0.00   $0.00    

Dues/Fees/Reports*  $250.00  $707.00   $600.00    

Meeting Fees  $1,500.00     $1967,00  $2,000.00    

Shop Rent  $10,700  $10,700.00  $10,700.00    

Shop electric  $600.00  $455.00   $600.00    

Membership  $100.00  $10.00   $100.00    

Moonstone/ Website  $500.00  $741.00  ** $150.00    

Website/Social /Media     ** $900.00    

Scholarships/Mayo Foundation $1,000.00  $0.00   $500.00    

SFMSDues/ Insurance  $900.00  $743.00   $750.00    

Library  $50.00  $50.00   $50.00    

American Land access  $0.00  $0.00   $50.00    

Total general club expense  $17,620.00 $15,064.00  $18,900.00    

        

 CANAVERAL MINERAL AND GEM SOCIETY BUDGET 2022 ( revised) 
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There will be a vote at the meeting to accept the proposed budget.  All members in good standing can vote. 

POG         

Advertising $3,000.00   $3,000.00   $4,500.00   

Facility rental $5,600.00   $5,920.00   $5,920.00   

Insurance & Security $2,000.00   $2,024.00   $2,025.00   

Supplies $500.00   $26.00   $100.00   

Total expense POG  $11,100.00 $10,970.00  $12,545.00   

       

       

       

TOTAL EXPENSE   $30,595.00 $28,709.00  $33,520.00   

       

       

*=Postal fees,SubizFL,Dept of Agr,Fire extinguisher     

**= Website/social/media split from moonstone     
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 Mineral of The Month – Corundum 

By Dave Jacobson 

This month we will take a look at corundum,, Al2O3, aluminum oxide. Two of the more famous gemstones 

are varieties corundum. Ruby is the red variety. All other colored gem grade material is sapphire. It is not 

until about 1800 that ruby and sapphire were recognized as corundum. Prior to that red spinel and garnet 

were also considered ruby. Some non-gem grade material is called emery is used as an abrasive. Some asso-

ciated minerals are calcite, zoisite, feldspars, micas and garnet. Corundum is found in many locations in the 

word such as Burma; Sri Lanka, Tanzania and other African locali-

ties; India; the Middle East and Southeast Asia. 

 

Corundum is found in a variety of deposits such as metamorphic 

rock, pegmatite’s and nepheline syenites. The rock is typically lack-

ing or poor in silicon oxide, which if present would combine to form 

another mineral. Corundum is also found in alluvial deposits. Many 

of the facet grade rubies and sapphires are mined in alluvial deposits. 

 

Corundum is the second hardest mineral on the Mohs scale, although 

diamond the hardest mineral is four times harder than corundum. This due to the strong and short oxygen-

aluminum bonds which pull the oxygen and aluminum atoms close together. This makes a tightly bonded 

structure that results in a hard, dense mineral. Corundum is in the trigonal crystal system. The crystals are 

typically tapered hexagonal prisms. They are often tabular. The crystal ends are frequently marked with tri-

angular striations. Colors are as follows: Ruby is intense red due to chromium. Blue sapphire is due to iron 

and titanium trace elements. Colors other than blue are called fancy sapphires. Padparadscha is orange due 

to chromium plus ferric iron. Alexandrite-like is due to vanadium. Yellow is due to ferric iron (or defects). 

Green is due to ferrous plus ferric iron (and defects). Colorless is pure, no trace elements. Hardness is 9. 

Specific gravity is 3.9 to 4.1. Streak is white.  

 

Corundum takes it’s name from the Tamil word kuruntam which is derived from the Sanskrit kuruvinda 

meaning “ruby”. 

I used the following reference materials in preparing this article: 

A Field Guide to Rocks And Minerals by Frederick H. Pough.Mineralogy for Amateurs by John Sinkankus.  

Simon & Schuster’s Guide to Rocks And Minerals. 

Gemstones Of The World by Walter Schumann. 

The Audubon Society Field Guide To North American Rocks And Minerals by Charles W. Chesterman.  

Gems, Crystals, & Minerals by Anna S. Sofianides & George E. Harlow 

Amethyst Galleries Mineral Gallery on the internet at http://mineral.galleries.com. 
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Bench Tips   by Brad Smith      

Work Smarter & Be More Productive With Brad's  

Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith "How To" Jewelry Books 

 

SHEET & WIRE  STORAGE 

 

The more you work with jewelry, the more problems you have finding the piece of metal 

you need.  My pieces of sheet were generally stored in various plastic bags, and the wire 

was in separate coils.  Few were marked, so it often took me a while to locate that piece of 

26 ga fine sheet I bought last year,  especially since I usually take my supplies back and 

forth to classes. 

 

A tip from a friend helped me organize everything.  I bought an expanding file folder from 

the office supplies store (the kind that has 13 slots and a folding cover)  and marked the 

tabs for each gauge of metal I use.  Then I marked all my pieces of sheet with their gauge, 

put them in plastic bags, marked the gauge on the bag, and popped them into the folder. I 

usually store coils of wire loose in the folder, but they can also be bagged if you prefer. I 

use one tab for bezel wire and one for the odd, miscellaneous items. 

 

The resulting folder is really convenient when I want to 

take my metal out to a class or workshop, and it's col-

orful enough for me to easily find in the clutter of the 

shop ! 
 

       

 

------------- 

 

 

 
 

   Solve Your Jewelry Making Problems With 

Brad's "How To" Books 

 www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith  

http://www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
https://www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
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Pet of the Month 

Pat  Shannon’s cat “Filigree”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send me your pets photo and show off your 

fur baby….. 

Club contacts  

President: Melissa Horan1178 Firthview Dr, Melbourne, FL 32935, (321)960-4134  

Vice President: Lynn McKinney, 3537 Sparrow Ln, Melbourne, FL 32935, (321)427-24460 

Secretary: Mary Kinberg, 245 Hedgecock Ct., Satellite Beach, FL 52937, (321)223-4260  

Treasurer: Liz Ritter, PO Box 500827, Malabar, FL 32950, (321)544-2036  

Bulletin Editor: Shannon Byrd, 2225 Ladner Rd. NE, Palm Bay, FL 32907, (321)541-7230  

Membership Chairman: Kathie Burnette, 554 Veracruz Blvd, Indialantic, FL 32903, (321) 693-9719  

Education Chairman: Dave Wayment, PO Box 780791, Sebastian, FL 32978, (772)532-6432  

Corresponding Secretary: Stephanie Murphy, 2142 New York St, W. Melbourne, FL 32904. (321)723-1817 

Board of Directors 3yr: Jim Ragan, 3436 Fort Nelson Lane, Melbourne, FL 32934. (321)255-1773 

Board of Directors 2yr: Keith Stokes, 601 Georgia Ave., Melbourne, FL 32901, (321)266-8707  

Board of Directors 1yr: Dave Jacobson, 672 Manor Place, West Melbourne, FL 32904, (321)676-4306  

Librarian:  Sue Diebel, 35 Sapphire St. Melbourne, FL 32904, (321)704-3198  
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Bulletin Editor 

Shannon Byrd 

2225 Ladner Rd NE 

Palm Bay, FL  32907 

Email: shannonb787@gmail.com 

 

The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society  meets the First Wednesday of each month at the Front Street Civic 

Center, Melbourne, Florida.  The time of the Meeting is 7:00PM . Visitors are always welcome.  


