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       Canaveral Moonstone  

 

Links to CMGS 

 
Presidents Corner 
Thank you for reading the Moonstone to stay up to date with 

events in our community.  

April has been a productive month for our club. Dolly’s picnic was a huge success. 

Over 50 members attended and scored some excellent deals. The club made over 

$2000. Thank you to everyone who brought donation items and everyone who placed 

bids on items.  

 

The April dig events have been going great! 

Graves mountain public dig and rock swap saw 

a huge turnout and there were many great finds! 

One of our newest members, Connie Hayes, 

successfully recovered an incredible amethyst 

crystal at the Diamond hill mine. The crystal 

shows, fantoms, growth lines, a flash rainbow, 

double termination, and a Smokey amethyst col-

or. As I type this, Connie and I are finding sap-

phires at the Cherokee Ruby mine in Franklin, 

NC. We will finish the week with Sheffield and 

Mason’s Ruby mines.  

 

Unfortunately the worst part of being in such an amazing club as ours, is when one of 

our friends pass away. Pat Shannon was a long time member who always contributed 

thru her positive attitude and creativity. She will be dearly missed. Services were  

held Monday April 27 at Florida memorial gardens on US-1 in Rockledge.  

 

Lia Fletcher will be presenting on another use for cabochon machines. I hope you 

will all join us and help continue the legacy for our club. We are still looking to fill 

several volunteer positions so when you are ready to step up for the club, please let 

me know. 

 

There will be a field trip to Bevard Museum of History on June 6th. 

Exchange Bulletins are Welcome 

(All material may be copied unless otherwise noted if credit is given)  

The Dead Line for the  June Moonstone is May  20, 2026 

The URL for CMGS web site is:  http://www.canaveral-mgs.com/ 
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The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society (CM&GS) is a registered Florida not-profit-corporation ap-

proved by the Internal Revenue Service as a tax exempt , organization under Internal Revenue Code sec-

tion of Florida 501 (c) (7) for the following purposes: 

1. For the preservation, support, and promotion of the hobby of Mineralogy and its various forms of al-

lied activities and earth sciences. 

2. To dedicate ourselves to the furtherance of the hobby through the exchange of knowledge, experience, 

and other helpful information among ourselves and other like organizations. 

3. To further the education of members and the general public of the hobby by programming talks, dis-

cussions, motion pictures, field trips, and the staging of shows and exhibitions. 

4. To maintain an active affiliation with the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies and to par-

ticipate in Federation activities to the fullest extent possible. 

 

Goals and Objectives 

5. To promote the spirit of cooperation and fellowship among the membership. 

6. To increase our knowledge of rocks and minerals and to explore the mystery and wonder of the earth. 

7. To actively encourage members to attend educational classes, workshops, lectures, and demonstra-

tions. 

8.  To stimulate interest in the earth sciences within the community by providing scholarships to worthy 

students at all educational levels. 

9. To provide the necessary equipment and resources to enable members to develop their interests. 

10. To enjoy our hobby and Have Fun! 

 

Affiliations 

The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society is a member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Soci-

eties (SFMS) and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) 

 

Meetings and Dues 

Meetings are the First Wednesday of each month at the Melbourne Front Street Civic Center.  Meetings 
start at 7:00 p.m.  Visitors are always welcome!  Dues are shown below and are paid annually. 

Active members $ 40.00 

Associate Type 1 $ 10.00-related to an active or honorary member, be under the age of eighteen . 

Associate Type 2 $ 20.00 - 13 – 18 years 
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Shop fee will be $5.00 from now until December 30, 2026.  

The presentation will be Lia Fletcher presenting on another use for cabochon machines.  

Pet of the Month at Paws for Recovery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chip    
    

 Chocolate 

 

Chip and Chocolate are small puppies.  They are Terrier, Yorkshire, Yorkie / Poodle  puppies; 

They are available for adoption at https://pawsfurrecovery.org/dogs-available-for-adoption-foster/
#sl_embed&page=shelterluv_wrap_1695599045839%2Fembed%2Fanimal%2FPFR-A-611 

May 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

3 4 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

5 6 Monthly Meet-

ing 7PM 

7 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

8 9 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

10 11 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

12 13 14 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

15 16 Open Shop 

10am-2pm 

17 18 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

19 20 21 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

22 23 Closed Shop 

Memorial Day 

24 Closed Shop 

Memorial Day 

25 Closed Shop 

Memorial Day 

26 27 28 Open Shop 

5:30—9:30pm 

29 30 

31       
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MINERAL OF THE MONTH  

ARFVEDSONITE 

 

Arfvedsonite is a rare amphibole mineral occurring in nepheline syenite intrusions, agpaitic pegmatites and granites. It is in the mono-

clinic crystal system occurring as fibrous to radiating or stellate prisms. Coloration is black , and show deep green on thin edges. MOHS 

hardness is 5 to 6. Arfvedsonite is found in few places around the world. 

 

EUDIALYTE-RED 

ARFVEDSONITE-BLACK 

MICROCLINE-WHITE 

 

 

 

Club Donations Needed  

Dolly’s Picnic donations: Please bring donations to the monthly meeting or (if larger amounts) arrangements can be 

made to pick them up.  Contact Michael McKeon at memckeon@yahoo.com  

Items we need for the auctions include: 

Rocks of any kind           

Crystals / Gems          

Beads and beading findings 

Craft Items   

And anything else worth selling 



Canaveral Moonstone  May 2026  Vol. W  No. 5 

  5 

.  Canaveral Mineral & Gem Society  

April 1, 2026 Meeting Minutes   

  

President James opened the meeting on Wednesday, April 1st, at 7:05 p.m. at the Front Street Civic Center, 2205 
Front Street, Melbourne, FL 32901.  
 

James welcomed guests and new members. Bill Harr talked about being an “Opal-cholic”. Has been a member for 
30 years. Loves the classes.  Teaches casting at CGMS. 
 

Next club meeting is March 6th.   
Next Board meeting is April 29th. If you want to come and not on board please contact James. 
Pet of the month in the Moonstone is PFR-A-505. How sad is that? Please adopt from Paws Fur Recovery Ranch.  
 

The presentation was Ed & Mary Kinberg on Wild Acres Retreat in NC and William Holland School of Lapidary 
Arts in GA. William Holland includes room and board.   The food is good.  Wild Acres is at the top of a mountain. It 
is beautiful. Evening events are wonderful.  Often the wrap up is a student show and tell. A list of common classes 
and typical schedule were presented. The networking opportunities are great.  
 

Announcements:  
Please sign class book at back of room. 
If not getting the MoonStone newsletter, please contact Shannon 
Looking for a volunteer to work with Shannon on the newsletter 
Dolly’s picnic is on April 12th. Sunday 8-5. Lunch is at 11. It is lunch, an auction, and you can sell your things. 
Riverview Park on Jackson St., Melbourne, FL 
History: Dolly used to have a big property and had 2-3 clubs over for a picnic and tailgate sale 
If you want to help move things to auctioneer talk to Mellissa 
Outreach coordinator position is open. 
July 27th is the reading day at Palm Bay Library. We are looking for volunteers to help. 
Shop Fees are reduced to $5 till the end of May 
Open Shop is Monday, Thursday and Saturday. Hours are on the website 
Pizza Night at the shop is Monday after the meeting.  
If you want to be a shop steward, please contact James 
This Saturday the shop will be closed for Easter 
Pop ups need instructors.  Pop Ups are announced at the meetings or in the MoonStone 
Social media – Please send content to James of what you are working on.  
Rock swap was amazing 
 
Field trip and schedule 
Dolly’s picnic is April 12 
April 11 – Wekiva gem and mineral Rock Swap is in Orlando at Westside Community Church, 1937 Lakeville Rd, 
Apoka 
April 10-11 Panhandle Gem & Mineral Show at Central Panhandle Fair Grounds, Panama City 
April 17-19 is the Graves Mountain Public Dig and Rock Swap in Lincoln GA. See Face book page. Lazulite, irides-
cent rainbow hematite, Blue Kyanite and more. 
April 20-22 Diamond Hill Mine dig in SC.  Lots of quartz clusters. Cost is $20/day 
April 23 – 25 Rock Hound Connections field trip 
April 25 DMC trip to Tennessee for fossils 
May 23 - Kentucky to collect fossils outside of Cincinnati. Visits to two collections sites 
 
For more info see MoonStone 
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Vice- President Report, Lynn McKinney was not present, but has a speaker for next month. 
 

Secretary, Stephanie Hopper asked if there were any changes to the minutes. Vince noted that his and Lynn’s show 
and tell were swapped in pictures.  July 27 Palm Bay Library. Contact Steph 
 

Treasurer’s report, Candace Accounts looking good. Bills are paid.  Budget meeting is this month due to some health 
problems 
 
Membership, Sharon Barhorst, We now have 122 members.  

Education Director - Yvonne Alexander was absent, but list is at back of room. Teachers please take a photo  

Liz – Have lots for raffle. Patches and pins are for sale. Monies go to send our members to lapidary schools 

Thanks for sharing all the great Show and Tell.  Mineral of the Month is the Eudialyte 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.   

Respectfully,  
Stephanie Hopper 
 

 

There are a few pictures from Dollys Picnic below.    

We had a lot of fun.  There was a lot of equipment that was donated by Leslie Wayment.  

Thank you Leslie. 
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 SHOW AND TELL PICTURES 

Susan – Castings form first class made of copper ( not pictured) 

     
Wayne – Basic and advanced Cabs               Kyle Martin – Silver and Bronze castings 

      
Debbie Jorgensen – silver rings                          Vincent DiDo Viking weave and wire wrap 

                   
Leslie – Florida fossil book &     Kevin Vogt – Wire wrap and        Steph H. Wire sculpture 
    Cabs                                                    Faceting 
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Bill Haar – Casting and Opal                                      Mark Heathman – Knife Handle – Looking  
          Lapis as display base                                             for matching slab 

    
 
James- Rusks Clams and welks, palmetto honey, Vacuum stabilization of clam and Arizona blue silica crisicola 

       
Joe Bina – Petrified Wood 

 
Ed & Mary Kinberg presenting about Lapidary schools 
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Bench Tips   by Brad Smith      

Work Smarter & Be More Productive With Brad's “How To" Jewelry Books 

See Other Tips in my Smart Solutions for Jewelry Making Problems 

http://amazon.com/dp/B0BQ8YVLTJ  

 

 

DRILL PRESS VISES  

A drill press vise is a versatile tool to hold a workpiece securely and in precise alignment.  It reduces the risks of 
working with high power motors, using larger drill bits, and dealing with heat generated in the operation. The 
vise can be clamped to the drill press table if needed and is quite handy for use at the bench to hold things for 
sawing or riveting. 
 
You can find them at stores that carry machine tool supplies. My feeling is that the best ones are made from 
steel.  In particular, I like the ones with V grooves cut into the jaw plates.  That lets me hold a punch straight up-
right or hold a rod horizontal.  To find a supplier, search on "drill press vise" at sites 
like micromark.com  mscdirect.com/enco  smallparts.com  grizzly.com   

 

 

DENTAL GOLD 

You might think that a couple pieces of dental gold would be valuable, but if you only have a small amount, it 

can be a problem. Sending it to a refiner is expensive for small amounts of metal. 

 

I made the mistake of thinking I could melt it and roll it out as sheet. It turns out the trace metals in dental gold 

make it a good material in your mouth but cause it to crack if you try to forge it or roll it out as a sheet.  

 

So what to do with a couple gold crowns? A reasonable alternative is to try incorporating the metal into your jew-

elry. If you have enough material to do a casting, that's probably the best use for dental gold. 

 

If you're not into casting, try melting it on a solder pad and while molten, divide it into small pieces with your 

solder pick.  Then re-flow each piece to make little gold balls for use as accents on your designs. The balls can 

also be planished a bit to make small discs or struck with a design stamp to add texture on the top. 

Solve Your Jewelry Making Problems 

With Brad's "How To" Books 

 www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith  

https://www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
http://amazon.com/dp/B0BQ8YVLTJ
http://micromark.com/
http://mscdirect.com/enco
http://smallparts.com/
http://grizzly.com/
https://www.amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
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CMGS Contacts 

President: James Hislop  (407)797-2391 

Vice President: Lynn McKinney 

Secretary: Stepphanie Hopper 

Treasurer: Candice Walker 

Bulletin Editor: Shannon Byrd (321) 223-4007 

Membership Chairman: Sharon Barhorst 

Education Chairman: Yvonne Alexander 

Corresponding Secretary: Stephanie Murphy 

Board of Directors 3yr: Vince DiDio 

Board of Directors 2yr: Wayne Mellish  

Board of Directors 1yr: Liz Ritter (321) 544-2036  

Librarian:  Matty Loss  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you need transportation to the monthly meeting?  If so, contact 

James Hislop to coordinate a ride. 
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Bulletin Editor 

Shannon Byrd 

2225 Ladner Rd NE 

Palm Bay, FL  32907 

Email: shannonb787@gmail.com 

 

The Canaveral Mineral and Gem Society  meets at 7 pm on the First Wednesday of each month at the Front 

Street Civic Center, Melbourne, Florida. Visitors are always welcome. 

255 East Drive 

Melbourne, Florida 


